17 SEP 1996
Abdul | ah- UN
RAZALI CAPABLE OF BRI NG NG CHANGES TO UN, SAYS M NI STER

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia today expressed confidence
that Tan Sri Razali Ismail will be an effective president of the United
Nati ons General Assenbly who is capable of initiating much needed changes
to the world body.

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad said Razali's appointment to the
post today canme at a tinme when the whole world was hoping that a
conpr ehensi ve change coul d be made to the UN

"Certainly Razali, who has certain qualities, can play the role of the
presi dent of the General Assenbly effectively," he told reporters after
being interviwed on TV3's Mal aysia Hari |ni programre.

Abdul | ah said Razali would also chair five inportant comittees that
were set up to boost the perfornmance of the UN

The committees relate to the UN system UN restructure, budget, peace
and peacekeepi ng, and devel opnent.

Abdul | ah said Razali's appointnent reflected the international
community's respect for Ml aysia and Kual a Lunmpur's effective dipl onacy.

Razali will be appointed to head the 51st session of the Genera
Assenbly in New York fromtoday.
Abdul l ah will [eave for New York tonight to attend the new session

while Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to address
the General Assenbly on Sept 27.

Abdul ah will also attend several other neetings including the
Multilateral Meeting of the OC Committee on Pal estine and the M nisteri al
Meeting of the O C Contact Group on Bosnia Herzegovi na.
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