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By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

PHUKET, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi a hopes that the Asia- Europe Meeting
(Asen) in Bangkok next nmonth will trigger greater involvenment of the
Eur opean Union (EU) in Asia-Pacific's dynan sm

Acting Foreign Mnister Datuk Abu Hassan Omar said today by so doing,
Europe woul d further strengthen its economc and political ties with
countries in this region.

"Under the new trade |iberalisation order, we are opening up ourselves
to different directions. Therefore, it's right to say Europe would like to
| ook nore eastward so as not to | ose out on the enornous econonic
opportunities here," he told Mal aysian reporters on his arrival here for
the two-day i nformal Asian Foreign Mnisters nmeeting. The neeting begins
tomorrow to prepare the agenda for the historic summt.

He is representing Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdul | ah Haji Ahrmad Badawi
who i s recuperating after undergoing a heart surgery recently.

Those attending are foreign nmnisters fromthe Asean, China, Japan and
Sout h Kor ea.

Asked about Mal aysia's expectations of the sunmit, he said: "W hope
the outconme will be very positive in terns of enhancing two-way trade and
econom c as well as political cooperation."”

Abu Hassan, who is al so Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister,
sai d Mal aysi a had al ways advocated an open door policy with its trade as
wel | as economically and politically.

On whether the | eaders were going to discuss human rights and nucl ear
i ssues in Bangkok, he said the foreign ninisters would di scuss the agenda
before advising their respective | eaders.

Asked whet her he received any specific instructions fromPrinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad regarding the sunmit, he said: "Basically we
are | ooki ng at enhanci ng two-way trade and economic ties."

He added that there had been a |l ot of individual contacts between
countries in Asia and Europe and the summt would | ead the countries
i nvol ved to explore areas of nmutual interest on a nmultil ateral basis.

Meanwhi | e, Thailand's Foreign Mnister Kasem S. Kasensri said he was
very optim stic about the sunmt which woul d benefit both regions
especially in trade and i nvestnent.

Si ngapore's Foreign Mnister Professor S. Jayakumar, who al so arrived
here today, said preparatory work |eading to the sunmt was goi ng on
snoot hly. He expressed optimsmthat the sunmt woul d achi eve nuch
progress.

Twenty-five heads of governnments, 10 from Asia and 15 from Europe, are
expected to attend the Asemsumit on March 1 and 2. -- Bernama
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