19 DEC 1996
Anbassador - Si tuati on
REBELS USE HOSTAGEs TO PRESSURE FUJI MORI GOVT

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- Peruvian guerrillas have told foreign
envoys hel d hostage in Lima to ask their governnments to pressure President
Al berto Fujinori to start negotiations, according to captive Ml aysi an
Ambassador Ahrmad Mokht ar Sel at .

Ahmad Mokhtar, who is anong about 200 people still held in the Japanese
anbassador's residence, conveyed the guerrillas' denmand in a nmessage to
Wsma Putra.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d Ahnad Mokht ar
t el ephoned the nessage to the first secretary of Malaysia's enbassy in
Peru, Nazarudin Salleh, at 12.12pmlocal tine (2.12am Mal aysi an tine).

Nazarudi n then forwarded the nessage to Wsnma Putra early today, he
told reporters at a briefing on the hostage situation.

He said Ahmad Mokhtar's nessage al so said the Fujinori governnent had
so far refused to i ssue any statenment on the demands of the guerrillas who
bel onged to the leftist Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Myvenent.

The nessage said the guerrillas wanted the Peruvi an government to free
their jailed conrades fromthe novenent in exchange for the safe rel ease of
t he host ages.

The guerrillas seized the Japanese anbassador's resi dence yesterday and
t ook hostage several hundreds people attending a reception to honour the
Japanese enperor's birthday.

About 80 wonen and ol d people were | ater rel eased.

Abdul | ah said the guerrillas al so demanded t hat the Peruvian security
forces ease the pressure on them

They said that as a result of the pressure fromthe Peruvian police,
two of the guerrillas were injured and they had asked for nedical aid from
the Red Cross.

Abdul | ah sai d Ahnad Mokhtar also said in his nmessage that he was in
good health and all the hostages were treated well.

On Mal aysia's response to the guerrillas' demands, he said the letter
sent yesterday by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to Fujinori
was cl ear and sufficient.

Dr Mahathir's letter had expressed concern for the safety of the
host ages and asked Fujinori to take the appropriate neasures to ensure
their rel ease and ensure no loss of life.

Abdul | ah sai d the Ml aysi an governnent woul d continue to nonitor the
si tuation.

Besi des t he Mal aysi an anbassador, a Reuter report said the anbassadors

of Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Cuba, Germany, G eece
Guat ermal a, Japan, Panamm, Pol and, Ronani a, South Korea, Spain, Venezuel a
and the European Conmunity were anmong about 250 still being held. --
BERNANA
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