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Muhyi ddi n - Act
TWO- TERM LIM T FOR OFFI CE BEARERS | N SPORTS ASSCCI ATl ONS

By: Arul Rajoo

LANGKAW , April 12 (Bernama) -- The governnent is studying the
possibility of inposing a two-termlimt for office-bearers in sports
associ ations, Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said
t oday.

"Problenms in sports associations is caused by weak | eadership as well
as office-bearers hanging on to their posts for too long. The [imt to
their tenure may be included under the provisions of the Sports Devel opnent
Act which is being drafted,"” he told reporters, here.

Muhyi ddin said Thailand's Sports Act linmted the tenure of such
of fice-bearers to two terns and they had to obtain the approval fromthe
Sports Mnister if they wanted to conti nue.

He said if the regul ation becane a reality, it would cover all sports
bodi es including the A ynpic Council of Ml aysia (OCM adding views from
all parties would be taken into account before the nbve was inpl ement ed.

Openi ng the National Sports Convention, here, yesterday, Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d anong the factors which I ed to decline
of sports in the country was friction and bickering in sports associ ations
as well as sports |eaders holding on to their posts for too |ong and
| acki ng vi si on.

Muhyi ddi n said the fatigue faced by |l ocal sports was due to | ack of
attention by affiliates and he felt that sports associations were unlikely
to anend their respective constitution to limt the tenure of the
of fice-bearers.

"Usual |y the president does not attend general neetings and only sends
his representative. Manipulations will occur...for exanple there are 15
representatives and those out to win will look for only eight,"” he said.

On the Sports Devel opment Act, Mihyiddin said he had directed the
mnistry's officers to finish drafting the Act by next nmonth and he
expected it to be tabled at the next parlianentary sitting.

"W will obtain the views of the OCM and sports associ ations before the
draft is subnmitted to the Cabinet. But so far we have not received any
feedback on it," he said.

However, Mihyi ddi n gave an assurance that the governnent did not plan
to use the Act to interfere with the running of |ocal sports associations
but instead it was to facilitate sports devel opnent in the country.

He said the Act woul d enabl e the government resolve crisis in troubled
sports associ ati ons which affected the athletes' preparations for any
t our nanent .

Asked whet her the governnent would withdraw the Act if participants at
the convention rejected it, Mihyiddin said no.

"W want to ensure that the people's noney is well used and there are
no mal practices. W have no problens with the OCM and do not plan to take
over their function," he said.

Muhyi ddi n al so said he disgareed with the suggestion that the Sports
and Youth M nister be made the suprene sports | eader since the task was the
responsibility of the sports | eaders.

He said what was needed was to correctly fix the roles of the OCM and
the National Sports Council (NSC) to ensure no overl appi ng which could
create disputes. -- BERNAMVA

AR ZUL AAM



	TWO-TERM LIMIT FOR OFFICE BEARERS IN SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS (Bernama 12/04/1996)

