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RETAI N M SI AN HOSPI TALI TY, SAYS DR MAHATH R

PONTI AN, July 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mbhat hir Mohanad has
remi nded the people to retain their hospitality and famly institution
nurtured thus far despite the scranble to seek for wealth and progress.

The Prime M nister said the people nust renmenber that progress could
bring adverse effects if they were not careful.

"As such, it is very inportant for themto be careful as progress could
erode the friendly spirit anong us and | ead to noral decadence," he said
when | aunching the state-level "Gerak Mesra" programme at Sekol ah Menengah
Parit Betak, Benut, near here, today.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d not emul ate what was bei ng done by
the people in western countries as many of them have no respect for el ders.

"Sonetimes, many strange things happen. Such things, to a certain
extent, is due to progress," he said.

In Mal aysia, the people regarded a famly conprising parents and
children but in the west, the nother and children constitute a famly as
they do not know who their father is.

"Strange things happen whi ch we cannot accept as their actions
tant anount to people of unsound mind. This, to a certain extent, is due to
the progress achieved in devel oped countries,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia nust attain growmh and the peopl e nmust be
rich and progressive without facing fam ne and poverty-rel ated probl ens.

In the pursuit to seek wealth and progress, the values of hospitality
and friendliness anong | eaders and people, old and young, nust be retained,
he sai d.

"We don't want such noble values to dimnish because we are rich. W
have seen sone of these things happening in our country when there is
m gration to urban areas. People living in urban areas, sonetines, don't
know who their nei ghbours are, or one famly don't know the other," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said such cultures were dangerous to Ml aysi an soci ety.

"Instead, we want to preserve the present cultures where the various
et hni ¢ groups respect and friendly to each other,"” he said.

I f people forget about the noble values, the progress achieved so far
woul d be neani ngl ess and | ead to destruction as could been seen in the
nmor al decadence anpong people in western countries.

Dr Mahathir said if hospitality and courteousness coul d be maintai ned
Mal aysi ans woul d becone a devel oped race wi th high val ues and coul d protect
their integrity.

"Before, we were colonialised, | ook down upon, humliated and treated
as slaves to others. W want to redeemour dignity and for that, we need to
seek progress and wealth but at the sanme tine safeguard our culture and
nobl e val ues," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the "Gerak Mesra" canpai gn | aunched by the governnent
could help retain the hospitality and courteousness of the people.

Earlier, the Prine Mnister |aunched a programre to upgrade the rura
roads i n Johor, inplenented by Kunmpul an Prasarana Rakyat Johor (KPRJ), a
subsi diary of the state governnent.

He al so cycled for one kilometre on Jalan Parit Betak. -- BERNAVA
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