01 SEP 1996
Sar awak- Ki t Si ang
RO S SHOULD BE FROM OUTSI DE OF CONSTI TUENCI ES: DAP CHI EF

KUCHI NG Sept 1 (Bername) -- DAP Secretary-Ceneral LimKit Siang
describing the rejection of nom nations papers in el ections due to m nor
technical hitches as a flagrant denial of the people's denocratic right to
vote, today called on the El ection Conm ssion to appoint Returning Oficers
(RO s) fromoutside of the constituencies to ensure a fair nomnination
process.

He said the present practice of the comm ssion to appoint nostly the
District Oficer working in a particular constituency to be the RO should
be revi ewed because he "tend to be bias to the candidate fromthe ruling
party, especially if the candidate is a mnister".

"The attitude anong RO s of being very bureaucratic and inflexible over
very mnor technical hitches in nom nation papers al so nakes a nockery of
denocracy because it denies the people's right to vote," he told a news
conference at the Kuching International Airport on arrival from Kual a
Lunpur.

Citing an exanmple, he said the rejection of the nom nation papers of
DAP's Chiu Chin Sing for the Kenena constituency in Bintulu on nom nation
day by ROWIfred Jolly, due to the use of a postal address which falls
outsi de of the constituency, was "unfair and undenocratic".

He sai d governnent | eaders al ways appeal ed to the people to exercise
their right to vote every five years but denying this right on flinsy
technical ground due to the bias attitude of RO s woul d nmake a nockery of
this inmportant denocratic right of Ml aysi ans.

Limclainmed that Jolly, who is also Bintulu District Oficer, was too
attached to the Bari san Nasional candi date Datuk Cel estine U ang, who won
the seat after Chiu's nom nation papers were rejected.

"Jolly showed his biasness because Celestine Uy ang is State M nister of
Land Devel ol nent and has been the state assenbl ynan for Kenena for five
terns. As the District Oficer, he is naturally obligated to mnisters," he
added.

Lim who said earlier this week that the DAP would file an el ection
petition against Chiu's disqualification, said denocratic practices in the
country woul d be better served if ROs helped facilitate the process of
nom nati ons for candidates instead of "finding traps to disqualify thent.

According to Lim Chiu was the DAP' s best bet to nake a breat hrough in
t he Sarawak Legi sl ati ve Assenbly because he was very popular in Bintulu and
dubbed the giant-killer in last year's parlianentary el ecti on when he
def eat ed SNAP president Datuk Amar Janmes Wong for the Bukit Mas
constituency.

On U ang's claimthat Chiu would have | ost his deposit even if he had
been allowed to contest, Limsaid if this was so, U ang should not have
rai sed objections over Chiu's nonm nation papers on such a m nor technica
hitch and l et the election to proceed in Kenena.

"I nowcall on Uang to resign his seat and let the voters of the
constituency to decide," he said.

Li msai d DAP had al so obtai ned information that sonme "unhealt hy"
tactics were used in several other constituecies on nonination day "to
prevent opposition and i ndependent candidates to file their papers".

"We know what is happening and this is all the nore reason why the
voters of Sarawak shoul d el ect sone oppposition candi dates to check the
arrogance of power that is prevailing in Sarawak," he cl ai nmed.



Li mwel comed a remark nade by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad in his National Day nessage yesterday that the presence of the
opposition in Parliament and state assenblies showed t hat denocracy was
functioning in Ml aysi a.

"But in Sarawak, the trends are unhealthy and not in line with the PMs
senti ment because the arrogance of power is so obvious," he said. --
BERNAMA

AU SK



	RO'S SHOULD BE FROM OUTSIDE OF CONSTITUENCIES: DAP CHIEF (Bernama 01/09/1996)

