15 MAR 1996
Mahat hi r-weal t h
ROBI N HOOD CONCEPT NOT SUI TABLE | N MALAYSI A, SAYS PM

KUCHI NG March 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad today rejected the Robin Hood concept of robbing the rich to give
to the poor because it neans that a person inproves his | ot at the expense
of others.

He said al though the people of Mal aysia were encouraged to strive for
progress, it should not be through discrimnation and oppression of certain
parties, ostensibly to defend the party that is said to be weak.

"The Robin Hood concept may be suitable in the era of oppression by the
Sheriff of Nottinghambut in a civilised, cultured and | aw abi di ng soci ety
the concept is no |onger suitable," he said when opening the Judges
Conf erence, here.

The prime minister used Robin Hood in reference to sone court decisions
whi ch he said could victinm se the poor as a result of the exorbitant suns
awar ded i n damages al t hough this was considered justice by the courts.

He said the result of high awards in damages, for exanple in | and
cases, was a rise in the cost of living for the people because ultimtely
it was the buyers or tenants of the buildings, and not the | and devel opers,
who had to pay.

Dr Mahathir said that in court all parties nust obtain justice, nanely
a fair consideration and judgnment, and the court was not a place for one to
vent his anger, seek revenge or rob the rich to give to the poor.

"Robbi ng, even fromthe rich and the governnent, is a crine just |ike
r obbi ng t he poor.

"W do not want to see anyone robbing another. In an ideal society
there is no robbery. But if there is, the action and the puni shnent nmust be
the sane,” he told 75 judges of the Federal Court, Court of Appeal and High
Court attendi ng the two-day conference.

He said that in the West justice for the mgjority was no | onger
consi dered i nportant, what was inportant and given priority was the
i ndi vi dual right.

But in Mal aysia, he said, the governnment felt that while the individual
right should be protected, the right of the majority of society must al so
be gi ven equal consi deration.

"For us this is justice. Any assessnment that favours any party, poor or
rich, cannot be considered just," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that for a devel oping country |ike Ml aysi a where
econom c activity was inportant, all efforts to curb the prices of goods
and services, that is the cost of living, were inportant.

This was connected to the happi ness of the people, especially the poor
who nunbered nore than the rich

The individual in a society could | ook for wealth and i nprove his | ot
wi t hout causing | osses to society but the individual could also do it by
victim sing and causing | oss to society, he said.

The prinme minister said that although the concept of justice in the
Mal aysi an society differed fromthat of the devel oped society in the West,
it did not nean that Mal aysia rejected all the Western ways and vi ews on
justice.

He praised the West's orderly system of judicial process which he said
was very good and shoul d be accept ed.

The sane applied to its codification of the | aw which was good for
standardi sing the laws and | egal process so that as far a possible the



judge's perception and ideology of a certain matter woul d not influence his
j udgrment, he said.
Dr Mahathir said no one could deny that the standardi sation and
enforcenent of | aws was sonet hing good that nade justice nore attai nabl e.
"We cannot reject sonmething fromthe Wst just because it comes from

the West. What is good we keep, what is not we throw away," he added.
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