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ROLE OF JOURNALI STS GETTI NG MORE CHALLENG NG W TH ADVENT OF | T

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 21 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said tonight the role of the media and journalists is getting nore
chal l enging with the advent of various sophisticated information
t echnol ogi es.

He said the country now had to face the freedomof the Internet which
made t he power of the nedi a bi gger and nore conprehensive through vari ous
medi a that penetrated each fam |y and individual .

He said that while the Internet was very useful in providing instant
reports, it could al so be used to di sseni nate pornographic witings and
pictures not only to adults but also children.

Speaki ng at the 1996 Ml aysi an Journalist Award presentati on at Hot el
| stana, here, he said anyone could use the Internet to air their
frustration by running down ot hers which coul d damage the good rel ati ons
bet ween certain parties.

The prinme minister said the vetting of news in the country was no
| onger effective because in this information age borders were no barrier to
i nformation di ssemni nation

He said : "If it cannot be done in the country, they di sseninate abroad
and in this way the nmedia in the country feel threatened and want to
control the same freedomso that they can conpete with the foreign news."

In this respect, he called on the local journalists to reflect on the
style of freedomof the nedia in the country to ensure the country's future
progr ess.

"I'f we want to devel op our country, if we want to conpete with the
devel oped countries, we nmust determ ne our own stance in whatever we do
i ncluding our attitude to freedomof the press,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the liberal society in the West was proud of their
concept and principle of freedomto the extent that they did not see their
own sanctions and viol ati ons of human rights.

He said that today they worship the freedomof the press but there were
i ndi cations that no one in their society was confortable with this freedom

Citing western newspapers which often abused their freedomto boost
sal es, he gave the exanple of a newspaper which printed an article on a
famous princess allegedly cavorting with her mal e conmpani on, conplete with
pictures, which later turned out to be false

No action was taken agai nst that newspaper because although the matter
could be taken to court, an open trial would focus nore on the victim he
sai d.

He said journalists in the country realised all this. Although the
i nfluence of the local journalists was diluted somewhat by the forei gn news
i nfluence, they still had a big role to play.

The prinme mnister said that Mal aysia, as a denocratic country,
practi sed freedom of speech and freedom of the press.

"Many anpong us are facinated with the variety of freedombut freedom
has its lints,

"Journalists nmust reflect on these these matters that energe in the
i nformation age. The influence of |ocal journalists nmust be used for the
good of everyone. The power of the pen is still there. The adage "the pen
is mghtier than the sword" is still true in this age." he said.

He said the country needed an ideal society that knew how to contro
itself and to adopt the good and reject the bad.



However, he said, there is no such thing as an ideal society anywhere
and as such, all communities needed | aws t hat sonewhat curbed the freedom

of their nenbers.

The prime minister said: "This nation is still young, still fragile. W
must be nore cautious. The fascination with freedomw Il destroy us nore
than the nations that have al ready grown up." -- BERNAMVA
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