12 MAR 1996
H ghway
"ROUTE 2" EXPRESSWAY TO LI NK PORT KLANG W TH KUANTAN AND KUALA TERENGGANU

KUALA KUBU BAHARU, March 12 (Bernanm) -- The governnment is studying
privatisation plans for building the RML.2 billion "Route 2" expressway to
link Port Klang wi th Kuantan and Kual a Terengganu, Wrks M ni ster Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vel lu said today.

He said the expressway would be built to enable industries outside the
Klang Vall ey to have better access to Port Kl ang.

"Wth the conpletion of the expressway, Port Klang will be nore
directly accessible to all parts of the country," he told reporters after
attendi ng the opening of the RM34.8 mllion tiered junction at Bukit
Berunt ung, Serendah, near here by Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Miuhanmmad
Haj i Muhammad Tai b.

Sanmy Vel lu said the Route 2 hi ghway was not a project under the Seventh
Mal aysia Pl an but was a privatised venture.

He said the expressway woul d provide for the full utilisation of Port
Klang in line with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's
aspiration.

Route 2 would also link with other expressways at certain |locations to
allow for snmooth traffic flow.

Samy Vellu said to overcone traffic congestion in Petaling Jaya the
Cabi net had recently approved the 30-km Jal an Puchong- Kl ang proj ect
estimated to cost RMVAOO million.

"Some 265, 000 vehicles use the federal highway via Petaling Jaya daily
and this created many probl ens,"” he said.

Sany Vel lu said the project would comence in the next two or three
mont hs and was expected to be conpleted within two years.

He said a study would al so be conducted in collaboration with the
rel evant conpanies on the rationalisation of toll collection to reduce
not ori sts' burden.

Sany Vel lu however declined to comment further on this.

Earlier, Sany Vellu said the Bukit Beruntung tiered junction whose
constructi on began on March 20, 1994 conprised a toll plaza and termnal,
police post, notorcycle routes and public toilets would contribute to the
devel opnent of the U u Sel angor district.

He said nore private firns should enul ate the nove by Europl us Berhad
whi ch constructed the tiered junction fromthe North-South H ghway to the
newl y devel oped area. -- Bernanma
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