27 APR 1996
RUSA TO BE COVMON SI GHT ON MsI AN RCADS SOON

By: Mohd Arshi Mat Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Sighting the Rusa on Mal aysia's
roads, the country's first and very owmn Multi Utility Vehicle (MWV), wll
be a common sight as such vehicles continue to gain popularity here.

Sonme 200 of Perusahaan O omobil Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua)'s Rusa have hit
Mal aysi an roads todate since the first batch of the MJWs were registered
between March 15 to March 21, 1996

The Ceneral ©Manager of Marketing for Perodua Sal es Sdn Bhd, Zai nuddin
Bahaudi n, said 110 of the five-seater Rusa EX are now driven on the road as
well as 90 of the seven-seater Rusa GX

The EX variant which until March 20, 1996 received around 1, 200
booki ngs, saw 150 units booked for the period fromApril 1 to 7, 1996, he
saidin areply to Bernama recently.

The nore popul ar GX nodel , which until March 20 saw over 5,900
booki ngs, has for the sane period regi stered order for 240 units.

For early bookers who are conpl aining of not receiving their precious
Rusa todate, Zainuddin said that "there was a production shortfall for
March/ April 1996, which has affected the nunber of delivery to dealers.”

"W hope that this situation will inmprove from May, 1996 onwards," he
added.

Based on a sanple of current bookings, he said the majority of Rusa
buyers are those between the ages of 35 to 44, with each drawing a nonthly
sal ary of RMZ2, 000 and over.

Seventy percent of the 1.3 litre Rusa buyers are nmales while the
remai ni ng 30 percent are fenal es.

Meanwhi | e, Perodua Kancil, the Rusa's ol der but snmaller sister, was
targetting a different segnment of the narket.

A mgjority of its buyers fell under a younger group category, between
the ages of 25 to 34 and each earni ng between RML, 000 to RML, 500 per nonth.

There was al nost an even rati o anong the nale and fenal e buyers for the
Kanci| where the latter constituted 55 percent of the bookings or sales,
sai d Zai nuddi n.

Booki ngs for the 660 cc mini car for the first seven days of Apri
stood at 1,030 vehicles, with the four speed EX at 240 units, the five
speed GX at 490, the automatic EZ at 260 and the ERA (EX with a facelift)
at 40.

The Kancil, since the introduction of the first tw variants (EX and
GX) in Septenmber 1994, has seen 60,000 units on the roads so far, he said.
O these, 14,000 units were the EX, 31,000 the GX, 14,000 the EZ and

1,000 the linmted edition ERA

The Kancil, whose price range from RW24, 900 to RM33, 000, seens unhurt
by the introduction of Tiara, the | atest Proton variant, that was tagged at
about RMB4, 900 wi t hout optional accessories.

The 1.1 litre Tiara, nodelled along the lines of the Citroen AX, was
| aunched by the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhanmad on April 5

"The introduction of Tiara has not affected the demand for Kancil."

"I'n sonme i nstances where booki ngs have declined, it is attributed nore
to the long waiting period," added Zai nuddi n. - - BERNAVA
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