27 APR 1996

S46 DESCRI BE NI K AZI Z''S STATEMENT AS | NSULTI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Parti Melayu Semangat 46 regards
the Kel antan Menteri Besar, Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat's statenent that
many of its supporters have joi ned PAS foll owi ng confusi on anong t hem over
the action of a handful of its | eaders as a "provocation."

"W regard the statenent as a provocation, baseless and insulting to
Semangat 46," its Chief Information Oficer, Encik Ahmad Shabery Chik, said
t oday.

He said fromthe historical perspective it was PAS nenbers thensel ves
who left the party and joi nded ot hers.

They included fonmer PAS president, the late Tan Sri Mhaned Asri Haji
Muda who quit Pas and forned Parti H zbul Muslinmin (Hamim and | ater becane
a menber of Ummo.

Ni k Aziz was reported to have said in Tunpat yesterday that S46
supporters "are confused | eading themto think its | eaders are acting in
different ways and pronpting themto join Pas and setting up branches in
several villages," he said.

Ni k Aziz's statenent followed confirmation by Prinme M nister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad yesterday of his neeting with S46 president,
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and that they di scussed anong others matters |ike
"the political and economic situation." -- BERNAVA
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