06 JUL 1996
Mahat hi r - S46
S46 MUST BE DI SSCLVED FI RST, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46) nust be di ssolved first
before its menbers join Umo to avoid the party bei ng mani pul ated by ot hers
for political interest.

"We feel it's better that S46 be dissolved ... Datuk Asri (Mida, forner
PAS president who |ater formed Hamim for exanple could not dissolve Ham m
because it was mani pul ated by certain individuals for their own interest.

"W understand there are attenpts by those outside S46 to keep intact
t he Angkat an Per paduan Umah (APU)," said Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
president, after chairing the nonthly neeting of the Umo Suprene Council
at party's headquarters here today.

He said PAS wanted S46 to continue to exist and APU be mai nt ai ned.

"W are also aware of efforts by PAS to woo S46 nenbers to join the
party and those with vested interest seemto be wanting to join PAS so that
their interest is not jeopardised," he said.

As such, he said not all S46 nenbers would be joining Umo. "To us,
it's not a problem W'I|l accept them" he added.

Dr Mahathir said S46 nenbers' entry into Umo would be |ike that of any
ot hers and Umo woul d accept themfor the sake of Malay unity.

"They will have the sane right |ike other Umo nenbers, to contest in
posts provided they get the support of the nmenbers.

"This doesn't nean that they will be a faction, a S46 faction ... in
Umo there is no faction and we don't want any whether it is based on
i ndi vidual or party," he said.

On the cooperation between Umo and S46 in Kel antan, Dr Mahathir said
the question did not arise.

"If S46 wants to renmain as it is but supports Umo's candidates ... we
accept its support but we will not support its candidates,” he said. --
BERNAMA
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