24 MAY 1996
Razal ei gh- Mahat hi r
S46 PREPARED TO ACCEPT MAHATHI R LEADERSHI P

GUA MUSANG, May 24 (Bernamm) -- Parti Melayu Semangat 46 (S46) is
prepared to accept the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir for the sake of
Mal ay unity, its president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d today.

"If we have to sacrifice S46, then we will do so in the interest of
Mal ay unity,” he told a reception in conjunction with the 50th anniversary
of Malay unity, initiated in 1946, here.

The formation of S46 was only a means of "reviving Umo" and uniting
the Mal ays, said Tengku Razal ei gh who is MP for Gua Misang.

His statement is regarded as yet another vital step in his efforts to
bring his foll owers back to the Umo fol d.

The Gua Musang S46 Youth and Wanita divisions had earlier pledged ful
support for Tengku Razal eigh i n whatever action taken by himto strengthen
the Malay unity.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he woul d neet Dr Mahathir, the Umo president
when he returns fromhis overseas tour, to continue with his tal ks on the
Mal ay unity.

Al t hough there had been a I ot of criticisns against himon this issue,
Tengku Razal ei gh said he had nothing to apol ogi se for.

Questioned by reporters if he would proceed to dissol ve S46, Tengku
Razal ei gh replied that he woul d take whatever step necessary in this case.

"If the old Umo could be revived, then S46 shoul d have been di ssol ved
| ong ago, " he said.

Since the first step in the cooperation was already nade, S46 woul d not
field its candidate for the Bukit Asahan state by-election in Ml aka, as a
show of support for Dr Mahathir's | eadership, he added. -- BERNAMA
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