09 JUL 1996
TV- Reacti on
SABAH AND SARAWAK LAUD MOVE TO SET UP PRI VATE TV STATI ON

KUCHI NG July 9 (Bernama) -- Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud t oday wel coned the nove to set up a private tel evision station here,
saying its airing of progranmes nati onwi de will enhance nationa
i ntegration.

" Sarawak wel cones the decision and wi shes to thank Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad for giving it the opportunity,” he said.

By disseminating information to various parts of the country, the
station woul d pronote national integration and understandi ng of the state,
he sai d.

Tai b was speaking to reporters after opening a one-day semi nar on
"Propelling Sarawak Towards a Prenmier State in Ml aysia Through Unity - The
Foundation to Harnony, Stability and Prosperity" which was organi sed by the
Sarawak Unity Foundati on and Sarawak Backbenchers C ub.

He hoped the station would give priority to local interests,
particularly in terns of job distribution.

I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat today announced t hat
Kenyal ang Jasa Sdn Bhd, a conpany owned by Sarawak busi nessman Dat uk
Ef fendi Norwawi, has been granted the licence to operate Sarawak's first
private television station which will air its progranmes nati onw de

In Kota Kinabal u, the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) al so | auded the
governnent's decision, saying it is atinely nove to enhance nationa
i ntegration.

"The television network is a giant leap forward for Sabah and Sarawak
in projecting its rich history, culture and devel opnment to the nation,"
SAPP i nformation chief Richard Yong said in a statenent.

The station could also help attract investnment to the two states, he
sai d.

Yong sai d the peopl e of Sabah had been asking the governnment to all ow
the establishnent of such a station for a long tinme. -- BERNAVA
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