30 JAN 1996
Mahat hir - Sabah
SABAH CM POST W LL BE ROTATED | N THE ABSENCE OF CONSENSUS - DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 30 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today he will stick to his pledge to rotate the post of Sabah Chi ef
M nister if Sabah Bari san Nasi onal parties cannot reach a consensus on it.

"We' Il abide by our pledge,,” the Prinme Mnister said when reporters
asked abut the issue after opening Mal aysia's Super Corridor Expo' 96" and
conference at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

He said the BN could resolve the issue and there was no need to hold a
state el ection as proposed by the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)

"I't is not a problem it is a media problemonly. It is not ny
problem" he said.

Al'l eight State BN parties had agreed to leave it to the Prinme M nister
to make a final decision on the rotation of the post of State Chief
M ni ster now held by Datuk Salleh Said Keruak of Umo. He is expected to
vacate the post on March 17 under the rotation system

Sabah Umo at its neeting on Saturday agreed to live it to Dr Mahathir
to make a decision on behalf of the State Umo on the rotation proposal

Sall eh, who is al so Chai rman of the Sabah Umo Liai son Comm ttee, had
told reporters after the neeting that they would abide by Dr Mahathir's
deci si on.

The proposal to rotate the post of Sabah Chief Mnister anobng the three
maj or conmunities in the state -- MislimBum puteras, Non-Mislim
Bum puteras and the Chinese -- was nade by the Prime Mnister in Beaufort,
Sabah, during the state el ection canpaign in February 1994.

However several groups wanted a review of the proposal to ensure
political stability in the state.

Salleh's termas Chief Mnister under the rotation systemis schedued
to end on March 17 and after that the | eader of the Sabah Progressive Party
(SAPP) Datuk Yong Teck Lee was expected to succeed as Chief Mnister of
Sababh.

Responding to a question, Dr Mahathir said if the BN did not inplenent
its pledge to rotate the post of Chief Mnister it would be subjected to
various al |l egations.

However, he said the BN was ready to review the proposal if all the
Sabah BN parties agreed that the post of Chief Mnister should not be
rotated, Dr Mahathir said

"If everyone agreed, | can change the rotation system™ the Prine
M ni ster said.

He said: "W have to anal yse the pledge..what is nmeant by the pl edge
and then we have to abide by the pledge...the BN usually abides by its
pl edge. "

Dr Mahathir said he had yet to receive any proposal fromthe Sabah BN
on the rotation system

"I asked themwhether they are leaving it to me or not and up to now I
have not received anynore information," he said.

He said once he had received the Sabah BN proposal, he woul d consi der
it.

Dr Mahathir also said the BN did not propose to hold a neeting to
di scuss the issue. --BERNAVA
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