03 APR 1996
Amendnent s
SABAH CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMVENDMVENTS TO BE TABLED | N ASSEMBLY TH S MONTH

KOTA Kl NABALU, April 3 (Bernama) -- Proposed anmendnents to the Sabah
Constitution will be tabled at the State Legislative Assenbly sitting on
April 25-26.

Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak said today State
At t or ney- General Datuk Stephen Foo had conpleted the draft of the proposed
amendrments ainmed at limting the existing powers of the Chief Mnister.

"The State Cabinet which net today agreed to the tabling after it gave
sone views on the draft anendments," he told reporters after the weekly
Cabi net neeting, here.

Sal l eh said the thrust of the proposed anmendnents was to further
strengt hen the state cabi net systemwhich enphasi sed col |l ective
deci si on-maki ng and reduci ng the powers of the Chief Mnister, now
considered to be to wide in scope.

In drafting the proposed anendnents, the views of Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad was al so taken i nto account, he added. He,
however, declined to el aborate on the scope of the proposed anendnents.

Dr Mahathir raised the need for anmendnments to be nmade to the state
Constitution, a process that would take time and, thus, necessitated the
extension of Salleh's termbeyond March 17, when he was to have handed over
the post to the state's Chinese community representative in keeping with
the promise made by the Prime Mnister to rotate the post anmong the main
communities in the state once in two years.

Sal | eh al so said the Sabah Foundati on had inpl emented nearly all the
reconmendat i ons made by the accounting firmof Price Waterhouse to
re-organi se the state body.

Asked if the Price Waterhouse report of its audit of the foundation
woul d be nmade public as promised earlier, he said part of it had al ready
been made public.

Conmmenti ng on the all eged invol venent of Sabah trade consultant Datuk
Alfred Chin in firearnms snmuggling into Taiwan, Salleh said stricter
enforcenment was needed over the use of the VIP Roomat the Kota Ki nabal u
I nternational Airport.

"The protocol section should ensure that only listed VIPs are all owed
to use the VIP Room" he added. -- BERNANVA
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