29 FEB 1996
Amendnent s
SABAH CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS DOES NOT | NVOLVE | MM GRATI ON REGULATI ONS

PASI R MAS, Feb 29 (Bernama) -- The proposed anendnents to the Sabah
state constitution will not involve the state's imrgration regul ations,
Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Sall eh Said Keruak said today.

The amendnents woul d only hinge on curtailing the adm nistrative powers
of the chief mnister with regards to approving |licences for |ogging
concessions and | and which nmust be referred to the state cabinet first, he
added.

"Qther areas like immgration and | ocal governnment will continue as
usual . Hence, the proposed anendnents does not in any way violate the
spirit of the Mal aysia Agreenent but instead, it further strengthens the
collective responsibility to devel op Sabah," he told reporters at a Hari
Raya Aidil Fitri gathering organised by the Pasir Mas Ummo divi sion, here.

| nm gration powers were anmong the matters asked by Sabah as a condition
to join Malaysia in 1963. It stipulates the use of passports for foreigners
and the filling of I MM 114 forns for Mal aysi ans from Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a
entering Sabah for social visits.

Mal aysi ans out si de Sabah seeking to work in the state nust apply for a
work permit.

Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan, who
claimed that the anendnents woul d go against the spirit of the Ml aysia
Agreenent, threatened to refer the matter to the International Court of
Justi ce.

Sal l eh said he woul d explain to the people of Sabah the rationale
behi nd the proposed anendnents to prevent themfrom being confused by an
opposition party out to seek political mleage over the issue.

On reports that the Sabah Chief Mnister was very powerful, he said the
state Attorney-CGeneral Datuk Stephen Foo had been directed to liaise with
the Federal Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers to conpare the powers vested with
the Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters of other states under their
respective state constitutions.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad' s views woul d al so be
taken into account before anmendi ng the state constitution, he added.

He al so refuted rumours that Sabah state el ections would be held after
t he anendnents.

"This question does not arise at all as the tine for the state
elections is still far away, and there is no major crisis in the state,”
said Salleh, who is al so Sabah Umo Li ai son Conm ttee chairnman.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa, who al so attended the
gat hering, said the federal governnent had approved RMLO0 million to carry
out various devel opnent projects in the Sabah this year.

The al |l ocation was approved to fulfill the Barisan Nasiona
government's promise to the people during the state el ections in February
1994. -- BERNAMA
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