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Committee
SABAH SETS UP CABI NET COW TTEE ON FOREI GN WORKERS

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 3 (Bernamm) -- Sabah today forned a cabi net
commttee to | ook into neans to reduce dependence on foreign workers in the
state, acting Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said.

The conmittee, headed by state Resource Devel opnent and Enterprise
M ni st er Datuk Joseph Kurup, follows Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad's call to reduce over-dependence on foreign workers, he told
reporters here.

Last Sunday, Dr Mahathir said the governnent would allow retirees and
housewi ves to work in order to check the increasing influx of foreign
workers into the country.

Yong said committee nmenbers included the state Industrial Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen and Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Yahya
Hussi n, pernmanent secretaries and heads of departnments in various
mnistries.

"W expect the conmittee to cone up with a set of proposals in three
mont hs on ways to reduce the dependence," he said after chairing a state
cabi net neeting here.

Yong, who is also the state Finance Mnister, said the state cabi net
had no objections to the Federal governnment proposal to allow foreign w ves
t ake up enpl oynent.

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said on Tuesday that
t he governnment would allow foreign wives to work here provi ded they had the
necessary qualifications.

Yong sai d, however, the state governnment woul d be very careful and only
allowthemto work on a case-by-case basis as it would not want foreigners
to marry locals just to seek jobs here.

He al so said the governnment woul d encourage owners of new buildings to
set aside space for nurseries. It would appeal to the Federal governnent to
give tax incentives to conpani es that have nurseries in their buildings.

"The Local CGovernnent and Housing Mnistry and the Social Services
Mnistry will ook into the establishnent and running of the nurseries,
potentially to be run by housew ves," he added. -- BERNAMA
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