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SABAH TO EMBARK ON HI - TECH | NDUSTRI ES

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 29 (Bernanmm) -- Sabah is planning to enbark on
hi gh-technol ogy i ndustries, including the production of computer software,
to conpl enment the growh in other industrial sectors.

I ndustrial Devel opment M nister Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen sai d today that
under the Sabah Industrial Master Plan (SIMP) approved by the state cabinet
at its weekly neeting yesterday, the state would al so | ook into devel opi ng
the el ectronics sector and woo foreign investors into this area.

"W are well-centred in the East Asean G owth Area (EAGA) and we could
wel | be the manufacturing base to serve the region," he said when
entertaining the nass nedia at a Chinese New Year-cum Hari Raya open house
her e.

He sai d Sabah possessed abundant natural resources that coul d support
the growmth of a nmultitude of industries to put it on par with other states.

Tham said the state woul d pursue industrial growh in earnest, now that
its industrial master plan had been formul ated and approved.

The SI MP, covering a period of 15 years starting this year, was in line
with the Kota Kinabal u I ndustrial Park devel opnent |aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

He said: "The SIMP provides a framework for Sabah to surge forward in
i ndustrial devel opment and its content is dynamic, such that it will be
i mproved to neet the current situation.”

Wth the SIMP, the state could coordi nate the devel opnent of the
various industrial sectors to ensure their steady growth, he added.

"During its inplenentation stage, nmy ministry will coordinate with the
resour ce- based agenci es such as the Forestry and Agriculture Departnments
and later on with the human resources-based agencies to devel op the human
resources," he said.

Sabah would al so work with the Federal Covernnment to make ensure that
the state could play its part and place itself in the right position in the
international trade arena, he added. -- BERNAMVA
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