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SABAH TO SET UP | NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY COUNCI L

KOTA Kl NABALU, June 24 (Bernamm) -- Sabah will set up an Information
Technol ogy Council to spearhead the application and devel opnent of IT in
the state, Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said today.

He said the council will be headed by himwhile the state's think tank
Institute for Devel opnent Studies (IDS) will served as its secretariat.

"The key mission of the IT Council is to enhance the internationa
competitiveness of Sabah through strategic application and devel oprment of
i nformation technol ogy," he said in a speech at the conference on
Devel opi ng Conpetitive Edge Through | nfornmati on Technol ogy organi sed by
| DS.

The speech was read by Deputy Chief Mnister and I ndustrial Devel opnent
M ni ster Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen. Thamlater told reporters that the counci
will be | aunched next nonth.

Yong said the council will function as an advi sory and consultative
body to pronpte and exchange ideas within the framework set out in the
Sabah Qutline Perspective Plan (OPPS) and Vision 2020.

He said the council's nenbers will be appointed fromthe public and
private sectors.

Yong outlined ten functions for the council which include initiating
and coordinating the establishnent of a Sabah Busi ness | nformati on Network
and a Public Service Information Network.

Thamtold reporters the IT Council will get advice fromthe Ml aysian
Institute of Mcroel ectronics System (M nos) and the national |IT counci
chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad. -- BERNAMA
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