13 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - Sabah
SABAH UWMNO 3 VES MANDATE TO MAHATHI R TO DECI DE ON CM S PCST

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernama) -- Sabah Umo today gave Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad the mandate to decide on the issue of
whet her the Sabah chief mnistership should be rotated anong the three
maj or conmunities in the state.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said a Sabah Umo del egation | ed by
its deputy chairman Datuk OCsu Sukam called on himat his office here today.

The di scussi ons focused only on the issue of the chief mnistership, he
told reporters after officiating the topping off cerenony of the 88-storey
Kual a Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC) twin towers, nowthe tallest in the world.

Dr Mahathir said the views put forward by the del egati on was rasi onal

"Sabah Umo gave nme the mandate to deccide and will support whatever
deci sion | make," he added.

He said, however, he woul d be neeting conponent parties of Barisan
Nasi onal in Sabah to obtain their views on the matter

Dr Mahathir said | eaders of one of the parties, the Liberal Denobcratic
Party (LDP), had already nmet himand given himthe mandate to deci de.

LDP had earlier issued a statement saying it was not in favour of the
post of chief mnister being rotated.

As to views expressed that BN need not carry out its pledge to rotate
the post of chief ninister, nade during the Sabah state elections in
February 1994, because it did not win, he said that el enent would al so be
consi der ed.

He woul d al so take into account the commitnent and views of the | ower
echel on of the parties, he added.

"For that reason, before | make a decision, | nust neet with all the
component parties to get their views," he said.

He added that he believed in discussions before arriving at a decision

Dat uk Osu, the Mnister of Land and Cooperative Devel opnent, told
reporters at his office that the Sabah Umo del egati on made up of nenbers
of the State Umo Liaison Commttee held discussions |asting 90 m nutes
with Dr Mahathir.

He said Dr Mahathir gave all of themthe opportunity to present their
views on the issue.

"The president, on the other hand, advised Umo Sabah not only on the
i ssue of rotation of the chief mnister's post but also on party discipline
and unity," he added.

Osu said Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Said Keruak did not attend
because he was an interested party in the issue.

Today' s neeting was one of a series between Dr Mahathir and | eaders of
the Sabah BN conponent parties who decided to |eave it up to himto nake
the final decision reegarding his pledge to rotate the post of chief
nm ni ster in Sabah.

OGsu said: "Sabah Umo is fully confident that the Prinme Mnister wll
make a wi se decision and satisfy all sides in Sabah BNwith regard to this
i ssue. "

The Umo Suprene Council neeting | ast week al so gave the nandate to Dr
Mahat hir to resol ve the issue.

At its neeting in Kota Kinabalu | ast nonth, Sabah Umo unani nously
rejected the proposal to rotate the post of chief mnister which if
i mpl ement ed was expected to switch to Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP)
presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee on March 17.



In KOTA KINABALU, Salleh today reiterated that he woul d accept whatever
decision that is made by Dr Mahat hir.

Sabah Umo had presented its viewto the Prine Mnister and "we just
have to wait for his decision", he told reporters after handi ng over Hari
Raya goodi es for security forces here. -- BERNAMA
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