13 FEB 1996
Umo- Sabah
SABAH UWNO MEETS PM ON ROTATI ON OF CHI EF M NI STERSHI P | SSUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Umo | eaders net Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad at his office here this norning regarding
the issue of whether the Sabah chief mnistership should be rotated anong
the three major conmunities in the state.

The del egation, | ed by Sabah Umo Liai son Conmttee deputy chief Datuk
OGsu Haji Sukam net the prinme mnister for about one-and-a-half hours.

Al'l the top | eaders of Sabah Umo, except Liaison Commttee Chairnman
Dat uk Sall eh Said Keruak, who is the Chief Mnister, were present at the
nmeeting, Osu told Bernama.

This is the first in a series of neetings Dr Mahathir is scheduled to
hol d separately with Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponents on the matter.
The BN parties are leaving it to Dr Mahathir to nmake a final decision

on whether to inplenent his pledge to rotate the post.

"Sabah Umo is confident that the Prime Mnister will nake a w se
decision that will satisfy all parties in Sabah BN," he said.

The Umo Suprene Council |ast week al so gave the nandate to Dr Mahat hir
to resol ve the issue.

Sabah Ummo, at its neeting in Kota Kinabalu |last nonth, unani nously
rejected the proposal to rotate the post which, if inplemented, will likely
see Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) President Datuk Yong Teck Lee assum ng
the Chief Mnister's post this March 17.

Gsu will hold a press conference at his office this afternoon on Sabah
Umo's neeting with Dr Mahathir, the BN chief. -- Bernanma
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