18 OCT 1996

SABAH WELCOMES STERN ACTI ON AGAI NST | LLEGAL | MM GRANTS

KOTA Kl NABALU, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee
today wel coned the statenment by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir

Mohamad yesterday on deporting and caning of illegal immgrants in the
country.
"The illegal immgrant issue is a nmassive problemthat has haunted

Sabah for two decades. The sheer magnitude and conplexity of this problem
is a daunting challenge to the governnent and the people.

"The state governnent is therefore grateful that the federal governnent
is paying close attention to this problem" he said in a statenent.

Yong said while the country still needs foreign workers, efforts nust
be carried out to ensure the security and soci o-econoni c wel | - bei ng of
Mal aysi ans.
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