27 APR 1996
Mahat hi r - Message
SACRI FI CE FOR RELI G QUS SANCTI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Muslins in the country must be
prepared to sacrifice to uphold and defend the sanctity of Islamto ensure
that their welfare was well |ooked after, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d.

In his Hari Raya Ai dil adha nmessage, the Prine Mnister said Muslins in
Mal aysia were fortunate as they could continue to cel ebrate Hari Raya
Ai di | adha wi t hout hindrance or problens unlike the situation in sonme ot her
countri es.

"Compared to Muslins in sone other countries, the sacrifices by Mislins
in our country in upholding and protecting Islamare negligible.

"While the sacrifices we nake are limted to the slaughtering of
animals |ike cows, buffal oes and goats on the auspici ous day, Mislins
el sewhere have to truly sacrifice even to the extent of losing their |ives
to uphold the Islamc religion, people and nation fromthreats of
anni hilation fromthe enemes of Islam" he said.

He cited the misfortune suffered by the Muslins in several countries
I i ke Bosni a- Herzegovi na, Chechnya and Pal esti ne as exanpl es.

The Prime Mnister said such calamties did not occur in this country
because Muslins in Malaysia were well aware of the need to equip thensel ves
wi th knowl edge and skill to defend thensel ves agai nst such threats.

He said the ability of the Muslins to devel op and inprove their
position in Malaysia's multi-racial society "had gained the Muslins respect
and admiration and becanme a nodel to be enul ated by the others.”

"Muslinms in this country cannot be bullied or ridiculed like what was
bei ng done by the enenmies of Islamto other Mislins."

Dr Mahathir al so hoped that Malaysia's pilgrinm in the Holy Land coul d
performtheir haj properly and bring back val uabl e experience for nutual
benefits.

In conjunction with the celebration, Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali wished all Miuslins in the country Sel amat Hari Raya
Ai di | adha.
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