22 DEC 1996
LEAD Mahat hir-Peru
SAFETY OF AMBASSADOR TOP PRI ORI TY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 22 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will agree to any solution
by the Peruvian government that will ensure the safety of its anbassador
who i s anong the nmore than 300 hostages being held at the Japanese
anbassador' s residence in Lina.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said that Peru's
President Al berto Fujinori's statement today that he woul d not use force
against the rebels if they surrendered their arns and freed all captives
"may be one way to solve the crisis."

"Wt can't give too nmuch advice. Then there will be confusion. W |eave
it to the Peruvian governnent to solve the problem" he told reporters on
his return froman official visit to India at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
Ai rport, here tonight.

Ahmad Mokhtar is anong nore than 300 hostages conprising severa
foreign diplomats and government officials being held at the Japanese
Anbassador's residence in Linma since Tuesday.

The rebels fromthe Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Myvenent (MRTA) took the
host ages during a reception held by the Japanese Anbassador to conmenorate
the birthday anni versary of the Japanese Enperor.

Speaki ng i n Bangal ore, India, earlier today, Dr Mahathir expressed
regret that the Ml aysi an Anbassador in Peru was anong those held as
host ages by a group of rebels there who are trying to solve their problens
wi th the Peruvi an governnent.

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysia should not be involved in the matter
as it had never interfered in the internal politics of that nation. --
BERNAMA
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