03 MAY 1996
Sal | eh- Resi gn
SALLEH SENDS QUI T LETTER TO PM

By: Openg Onn Net

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 3 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh
Sai d Keruak has subnitted his resignation letter to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The undated letter was sent "sonetinme ago"” and it was now up to Dr
Mahathir to effect the resignation by inform ng the Sabah Yang Di pertua
Negeri, said Salleh, who nmade the surprise announcenent after he and ot her
state Barisan Nasional |eaders held a neeting with Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mhere.

Sal |l eh, who is the Sabah Umo chief, said when he assuned the post in
Decenber 1994, he did so with the know edge that he woul d have to give it
up when the Prine Mnister decided to inplenent his promse to rotate the
chief mnistership to |leaders of the state's two other nain comunities,

t he Chi nese and non- Musl i m Buni put er as.

Asked if submitting the letter was a pre-condition which he had to
comply with, he said: "No"

"I have to do this because when | becane Chief Mnister, | was bound by
the process (and) when the rotation of the post is inplenented, | have to
resign.

"I don't want allegations (that) when you have becone confortable in
the job, you want to cling onto it. | don't want this to happen," said
Sal | eh, whose termunder the proposed rotation process was supposed to end
on March 17.

However, he was asked to continue in the post by Dr Mahat hir pendi ng
the proposed anendnents to several state laws to curb the powers of the
Chief Mnister, especially in forestry and | and matters.

The powers are to be transferred to the state Cabi net under the
anmendrments which were to have been tabled at the State Legislative Assenbly
| ast nonth but the session was postponed to next nonth.

Sall eh said the post of Chief Mnister was not inportant to himas what
he wanted was to serve the state to the best of his abiliity.

On his posts as BN chairman and Sabah Umo |iaison chief, he said he
woul d leave it to Dr Mahathir to decide.

Asked on his future plans, he said jokingly: "I will have to | ook for a
j ob sonewhere el se.”

However, he would continue to be Menber of Parlianment for Kota Bel ud,
assenbl yman for Usukan and head of Kota Bel ud Umo di vi sion.

Sall eh said he would leave it to the party nmenmbers whether he shoul d

still contest for a seat in the Umo Suprene Council during the party
el ections in Cctober.
"When | decided to offer myself for the post, | was still the Sabah

Umo |iai son head," he expl ai ned.

Sabah Umo has endorsed Sall eh and federal M nister of Land and
Cooper ati ve Devel opnent Datuk Gsu Sukam who is al so the Sabah Umo deputy
chief, as their official candidates for the Suprene Council election.

On the feelings of Umo nmenbers on the rotation issue, Salleh said: "W
accept the decision with an open heart." -- BERNAMA
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