07 AUG 1996
Mahat hi r - Sany Vel | u
SAMY VELLU DEN ES EMPTY PROM SES STATEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu has denied
having said that the MC was fed up with the governnment's enpty prom ses to
the I ndi an comuni ty.

He said that Sany Vellu, the MC president, denied making the statenent
at today's Cabi net neeting.

"He said that he did not nmake such a statenent...he nerely told the
| ndi an community not to be too dependent on the governnent but to work
hard," Dr Mahathir told reporters after a farewell call on Fijian Prine
M nister Sitiveni L.Rabuka at the end of his three-day visit here.

Sany Vellu was reported to have said in his winding up at the 43rd MC
general assenbly on Sunday that he had had enough of the governnent's enpty
pronises to the Indian community after 17 years at the hel mof the party.

The Umo Yout h yesterday expressed regret over Sany Vel lu's statenent
and called on himto resign fromthe governnment and the M C

Meanwhil e, M C Youth chi ef S.Subranmaniamsaid the M C can do wi t hout
any advice fromoutsiders on howthe party should resol ve the probl ens
faced by the I ndian community.

He said Sany Vellu's statenent that the Indians should not depend too
much on the governnment for assistance at the M C general assenbly "is the
articulated views of the del egates and the community".

The M C Wanita neanwhil e has asked Umo Youth not to interfere in the
affairs of the MC

"W advi se the Umo Youth | eader (Tan Sri Rahi m Thanby Chi k) not to
take things out of context and let M C nenbers thensel ves decide on their
| eadership,” the movenent's chief, Puan Sri Sarasa Pasamani ckam said in a
statenment today. -- BERNAMA
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