23 JUN 1996
Sany- school s
SAMY VELLU DI SSAPO NTED W TH ALLOCATI ON FOR TAM L SCHOOLS

SEREMBAN, June 23 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu
today described the RML1 million allocated for Tami| schools by the
Education M nistry under the Seventh Mal aysia Plan as insufficient and
simply not accept abl e.

Sany Vellu, who is the Wrks Mnister, said he was di ssapointed with
the armount which did not reflect the nunber of students in Tam | schools
whi ch constitute four per cent of the total student population in the
country.

"Wth four per cent of the student popul ation studying in Tam |
school s, the Education Mnistry should allocate at | east RM62 million and
not RML1 million", he told reporters after attending the consecration
cerermony of the Sri Maha Mariamman tenple at Jal an | abu, here.

He said a total the RML, 300 million was allocated under the Seventh
Mal aysi an Pl an for the Education Mnistry and it was only justified that
four per cent of the allocation be given to Tam | school s.

Last Thursday, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Khalid Yunus said RML1
mllion had been allocated under the Seventh Ml aysian Plan for the
upgradi ng of Tami | schools in the country.

Samy Vellu said he would raise the matter with Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohaned, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
who is al so the Finance M nister and Educati on M nister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak.

"There is a need for nore funds if we are to inprove the studying
envi ronnment and conditions of the Tami| school s, he said.

He al so said that he had asked the M C s head of education bureau,
Datuk Dr T.Marinmuthu, to prepare a worki ng paper on the probl ens and
shortcomi ngs faced by Tanmi| schools, and ways to address them

Samy Vellu said he fully supported Najib's views that poor |eadership
skills anmong Tani| schools headnmasters was a maj or factor hindering the
progress of such schools.

"They shoul d not say that they do not have | eadershi ps probl em because
wi th the changi ng pace of the country, one has to always find ways to
i nprove thensel ves. There is no such thing as havi ng enough | eadership
skills", he said.-- BERNAVA
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