21 JUN 1996
LEAD Sanusi - For gi ve
SANUSI FORG VES ASSEMBLYMEN WHO OPPOSED HI M

ALOR SETAR, June 21 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid
has forgiven the 22 Kedah assenbl ynen who had taken a stand to oppose him
previously.

He said he had forgiven their action, either on the nenorandum t hat
they had sent to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad | ast March
or the efforts taken to discredit him

He disclosed this at a neeting with Kedah Bari san Nasi onal assenbl ynen
here | ast night.

Only one of the 22 assenbl ynen who had si gned the menorandum agai nst
Sanusi
-- assenbl yman for Langgar Shei kh Alias Mustafa -- was absent.

Two ot hers who did not attend were Padang Matsirat assenbl yman Hassan
Bul at and fornmer Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsnan Aroff, who is the assenbl ynan
for Jitra

"I know what transpired during the last 14 nonths (since the 1995
general election until his appointnent as Menteri Besar).

Sanusi sai d the happeni ngs i ncluded the unpl easant accusati ons nade
agai nst himainmed at discrediting him

"There were sone people who said | was not qualified (to beconme Menteri
Besar). Soneone wanted to cut his finger if | becane Menteri Besar. There
were al so sonme people who wanted ne to look at ny reflection in a coconut
shell containing urine," said Sanusi, citing some of the things said by the
people to ridicule him

However, he said he had forgiven everyone concerned and wanted themto
forget the incidents.

"I't's enough. W close this chapter and treat the incidents as an
experience fromwhich we should learn.”

He hoped such incidents would not be repeated and if they did, he said,
he m ght not be as kind then.

Sanusi had stated the incidents earlier in his speech which was
delivered in a casual and sonetinmes serious nood, unlike his usual speeches
wi th the hurmourous anecdot es.

The atnosphere in the hall was sonbre and the guests, particularly the
assenbl ynen concerned, appeared calmlistening to Sanusi.

"As a former Deputy Honme M nister and having w de know edge on interna
politics, Dr Mahathir and | had studied closely the devel opnments in Kedah,"
he sai d.

"As such, | wish to forget or nore specifically, | forgive you and hope
you forgive ne for what had happened, " he added.

"This forgi veness should not be interpreted as forgiving out of
i gnhor ance. .. neani ng he forgi ves because he does not know what we have
done. "

Sanusi said there was honour in forgiving and he had forgiven all the
assenbl ynen concerned because he knew what had transpired.

Sanusi continued his speech by explaining his aspiration, objectives
and phi |l osophy which he introduced in administering the state governnent.

Last March, 22 Kedah assenbl ynen from Umo signed a nenorandum stating
support for Tan Sri Haji Csman Aroff's | eadership and rejected any nove to
replace himas Menteri Besar

They al so opposed any plans to appoint Sanusi to |lead the state
gover nnent .



Their actions were reported to have di spl eased the Prine M nister and
Umo President, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad who said their actions went
agai nst party tradition which held discussions before maki ng any deci si on.

Al'l the assenbl ynen concerned were later called to explain their
actions to the Prinme Mnister. -- BERNAVA
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