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LEAD Mahat hi r - Sanusi
SANUSI MEETS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, nentioned as
possi bl e successor to outgoi ng Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Osman Aroff,
today net Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad at the latter's
office.

After the neeting, Sanusi told reporters that he woul d abi de by the
deci sion made by the Prine Mnister relating to the appoi ntment of Kedah
Menteri Besar.

"Li ke other state assenblynen, | support anyone appointed by the Prine
M ni ster as Kedah Menteri Besar," he said at his residence in Bukit
Bandar aya, Bangsar here.

He said, during the neeting lasting about 10 m nutes he and the Prine
M ni st er di scussed various matters, including the principles of |eadership,
and his visit to Australi a.

But, Dr Mahathir did not say who woul d succeed Tan Sri Osman and when
t he appoi nt nent woul d be made, he said.

The former Agriculture Mnister said he returned from Australia | ast
ni ght and on reaching honme saw a telegramfor him asking himto neet the
Prime M nister at 3.45pmtoday.

He was in joyous nood during the half an hour session with the pressmen
who had earlier waited for himat the main gate of the Prine Mnister's
Depart ment .

Sanusi, now Kuah assenbl yman, arrived at the Prinme Mnister's
Department at 3. 25pm al one, driving a black Proton Wra bearing the
regi stration plate "Proton 545"

He left the Prime Mnister's Departnent soon after the Prime M nister
wi thout talking to the press.

Asked about his nanme being nentioned by OGsman as his potenti al

successor, he said: "I only read it in the newspapers. The PMdidn't tel
ne.

"We di scussed the usual stuff. | also briefed the PMon ny visit to
Australia to neet the investors involved in a tourismproject in Pulau
Langkaw . "

Dr Mahathir, net after the tahlil prayers in conjunction with Umo's

50t h anniversary at the National Msque, confirmed that Sanusi had net him

Asked whet her the appoi ntment of Kedah Menteri Besar was raised at
their neeting, he replied: "No, nothing."

Dr Mahathir said it was a usual thing for state assenmbl ynen to neet
hi m

Sanusi, asked about the Umo situation in Kedah, he said the party was
still strong. "I feel discipline is nmore inportant in ensuring order within
the party and | notice there is a high discipline now anong party | eaders
in the state.”

He entertai ned various questions fromthe journalists during the
neeting, his first since Dr Mahathir announced | ast Monday that OCsnan had
tendered his resignation | etter as Kedah Menteri Besar.

Asked whether he had registered to contest in the party elections in
Cct ober, Sanusi said: "It's enough that | have becone the object of
attention for one year, and it's not logical for nme to offer nyself to
contest because it will only prolong the debate about ne."

"Wth the nunber of those who have registered, it seens that Umo does
not |lack potential |eaders and as such whether | contest or not is



imaterial," he said.

On the nmenorandum si gned by 22 Kedah assenbl ynen | ast March, declaring
undi vi ded support to OGsnan as Kedah Menteri Besar, he said: "If | were
invited to sign the menorandum | would still signit... | don't want to
| ook different than the others."

Asked on his views about recent political developnments in particular of
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah returning to Umo, he said it was an inportant
event for Umo.

"Tengku Razal ei gh's statement expressing willingness to rejoin Umo is
a daring one and that by Dr Mahathir, willing to accept him is a noble
di spl ay as both have placed unity above all personal interest,” he said.

He said this happened at a tinme when Umo is celebrating its 50th
anni versary and this was a tine for Umo nenbers and | eaders to recal
events of 1946 where there was not other parties then except Ummo.

"Parties |ike PAS and Senangat 46 were all created as splinters of
Umo, " he sai d.

On the resignation of Datuk Mohanmed Sall eh Said Keruak as Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster upon conpleting his tenure as prom sed to allow for the rotation
he said it reflected responsibility on the part of Mhaned Sall eh.

"It goes to showthat Umo and its |l eaders fulfil their promses,"
Sanusi sai d.

"If we don't fulfil what we have prom sed, people will no | onger trust
us and we will lose our credibility," said the Kuah state assenbl ynan.

"It is especially so when the tinme conmes that the post of Sabah Chi ef
Mnister is to be handed over to the | eader of a Chinese party and we don't
keep to the prom se made during the last election, it's just like a Chinese
saying hang the goat's head to sell dog's neat'," he said.

"I don't want to comment on the resignation of the Kedah Menteri Besar
as | ama state assenbl ynan from Kedah," he sai d.

Asked whet her the new Kedah Menteri Besar woul d get the solid support
of the people in the state, Sanusi said: "The wi sdomof the Prime M nister
shoul d not be questioned, Dr Mahathir's w sdom has been acknow edged by the
whol e worl d," he said.

" Asean, Apec, the South-South nations and the world in general
recogni se Dr Mahathir's statenmnanship,” he said.

"l don't think a snmall state |ike Kedah can tarnish Dr Mahathir's
credibility,"” he said. -- BERNAVA

SJA SAA ABG AO



	SANUSI MEETS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 10/05/1996)

