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SANUSI SAYS HE BEARS NO GRUDGES, URGES HARD WORK

By: Sobrey Jaaf ar

ALOR SETAR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, who is
scheduled to be sworn in as Kedah's fifth Menteri Besar since |ndependence
on Sunday, said he is not a man who bears grudges and he does not hold it
agai nst any person for having political views contrary to his.

He said what matters nost is that the person should work hard to carry
out the responsibilities entrusted to him

"As far as | can recall, | have never taken action agai nst anyone
nmerely because he was not on the sane political wavelength with ne," he
said in an interview w th Bernana.

Sanusi, the Kuah assenbl ynan, stated these views on his thinking to
refute talk that he might go after those who initially opposed his
appoi nt ment .

"Nevertheless, | do adnmit | have taken firmaction agai nst nmany civil
servants and several |eading businessnmen because of their irresponsible
behavi our," said the forner federal mnister.

"For instance, when | was the Rural Devel opment Mnister, | cut short
the termof service of a chairman of an agency under the nministry who was
al so a director of several subsidiary conpani es owned by the agency. The
reason was that the agency and its subsidiaries were suffering | osses while
the chai rnman enjoyed a very attractive all owance

"It was simlar in the case of several senior officers of Mara who
refused to give nme the accounts of a conpany that | had asked for to study.
They said they were only answerable to the chairman of Mara and | (as the
m nister) had no right to |l ook at the accounts.

"When | was the Agriculture Mnister, a senior officer responsible for
the farm ng community was transferred because the officer was unsuitable,
per haps because he was 'nore qualified to hold a higher post,"” he said.

Sanusi said he is a man who follows his | eader.

"I have never failed to obey a directive by the | eader and, throughout
my involvenment in politics, only three tinmes have | opposed the status
quo, " he said.

"The first time was when | took part in a denonstration in London to
oppose (the then Prinme M nister) Tunku Abdul Rahman after the Tunku
expel | ed Dr Mahat hir Mhamad from Umo.

"The second was when | opposed (then) Umo Youth | eader (Datuk) Haji
Suhai m Kamaruddi n and supported (Datuk Seri) Anwar lIbrahimin westing the
post and, the third, when | supported Enci k (now Tun) Ghafar Baba in
opposi ng Datuk (now Tan Sri) Musa Htamfor the post of Ummo deputy
president in 1987."

Sanusi said his loyalty to Dr Mahathir remai ned steadfast although he
had to take nore than a year of enforced "l eave" and was not given any
gover nment post after being asked to contest a state seat in |ast year's
general el ection.

Fol | owi ng are excerpts of the interview

QUESTI ON: Datuk Seri is acknow edged as a nman of many i deas,
particularly in ways to upgrade the econom c status of rural people. Wat
are your plans for Kedah which is still largely rural?

ANSWER: Poverty eradi cati on has a broad neani ng. What is usually



debated is noney poverty. If the aimis to wi pe out noney poverty, then
effort has to be nmade to enable rural people, and also urban squatters, to
mar ket the goods they produce or services they can offer. Training has to
be given in order that the rural conmunity can produce goods that have a
demand or services that are marketable. Al of these need to be hal al

Q Wat is the priority of Datuk Seri for the devel opnent of Kedah?
A. Since time is short, everything becones a priority.

Q The government spends millions of ringgit each year as subsidy for
padi growers but their |ot has changed little. As a former Agriculture
M ni ster, Datuk Seri nust certainly have a special progranme to uplift the
farmers. ...

A: Padi production is naturally done by the poor everywhere. |ncones
will only growif the padi field is large or converted to oil palm
cultivation. Since our country needs a secured supply of rice, subsidies
gi ven shoul d be considered as an i ncentive for padi growers to continue
pl anting padi. Qur country's econonic situation has now changed. To
i ncrease the income of the rural community, particularly the padi farners
and padi |and owners and rubber snall hol ders, their land can be turned into
i ndustrial sites. An acre of land used for industries can provide greater
enpl oynent to the people than an acre of padi | and.

Q Wiat is Datuk Seri's feeling on the appointnent after nore than a
year outside the Cabinet and returning to Kedah wi thout any gover nnment
post ?

A: | ook upon nmy (new) post as a trust. | give thanks to God and t hank
YAB the Prime Mnister. | don't feel anything el se.

Q G ven the various obstacles that you have faced in the previous
year, did you have any doubts that you will ever become MB?

A: | did not ask to becone an MB. | nerely accepted when offered.
During ny one-year |eave, | travelled extensively and read very widely. |
gained a lot in this way. Alot of things surfaced during that one-year
period. Wthout the one-year gap, the hidden things would not have surfaced
and woul d have damaged the party. This is the best way.

Q Was your loyalty to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
ever shakened during your one-year wait?

A: | do not change ny mnd very easily, just as | take time to forman
opi nion. Once ny opinion of a person is formed, | need new information and
know edge on the person for ne to change ny opinion of the person. | know

the Prime Mnister for along time and | believe in himand his intentions.
There was and there is no reason to be disloyal to him
(Sanusi then quoted Al bert Hubbard on Loyalty:

If you work for a man, in heaven's nane work for him

speak well of himand stand by the institution he represents
renenber, an ounce of loyalty is worth a pound of cl everness
if you nmust growl, condenn and eternally find fault,

why, resign your position and when you are on the outside,
dam to your heart's content



but as long as you are a part of the institution
do not condemn it

if you do, the first high wind that conmes al ong
wi Il bl ow you away

and probably you will never know why.)

Q What does Datuk Seri intend to do to unite Kedah Umo after the
opposition to Datuk Seri shown by the Umo assenbl ynen before this?

A: | have no problens with the peopl e of Kedah. The Kedah assenbl ynmen
have al so expressed several times their support for YAB the Umo president.
| was appointed by the president, so there is no problemabout unity.
Before | was nmade the Agriculture Mnister, there were al so heads of
departnents and agencies in the mnistry who had a m sconcepti on of ne.
They received wong information. When they cane to know how | worked, they
gave their full cooperation and realised the propaganda agai nst me was a
pack of lies.

Q Datuk Seri, your nane is not on the list of registrants for the Umo
el ection in Cctober, neither for the Suprenme Council nor other posts. Can
Dat uk Seri conment ?

A: | have been an appoi nted nenber of the Suprenme Council, also an
el ected nenber; | have al so been chai rman of the Umo i nformation
comm ttee, secretary-general of Umo and vice president of Umo. | found

felt the sane in each of the posts | had held. Not contesting is not a big
thing to nme

Q Kedah al so has serious youth problens, especially in industria
areas such as Kulim Sungai Petani and Mergong. Many secondary schoo
students have no interest to continue their education because jobs beckon
to themin the factories. Apparently, their sole anbitionis to work in
factories and buy a notorcycle...

Al will look into the matter

Q Kedah still has pondok schools which are truly shacks -- attap roofs
and banboo walls. Fires are often, causing hundreds of students to | ose
their schools and pl aces of accomodati on. Wiy do we, after 39 years of
Mer deka, still have schools such as these? Wiy can't we build concrete and
wel | - equi pped pondok system school s?

A | will study the situation in the pondok schools seriously. | wll
help them | hope they will cooperate. | know all the tok guru and owners
of pondok schools in Kedah and | will discuss with themand also the
M nistry of Education. W w |l supply and upgrade the necessary facilities
and equi prent. The inportant thing is that the pondok school s nust
cooperate. -- BERNAMVA
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