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NOTHI NG SERI OQUS, SAYS RANARI DDH OF HI' S PROBLEMS W TH HUN SEN

By: Azman U ang

LANGKAW , July 31 (Bernama) -- Canbodian First Prine Mnister Prince
Nor odom Ranari ddh sai d today both he and Second Prine Mnister Hun Sen will
not resort to the use of force to resolve their political problens.

He said the problens are not as serious as portrayed by the Wstern
medi a.

"The Westerners have never ceased to give us a | esson on denocracy and
when we have differences in ideas due to the pluralistic nature of our
people, the Western nedia will play themup. But | can assure you there is
not hing very serious," he said in an interview with Bernana at his Pel ang
Beach Resort hotel suite here.

Ranari ddh, who is here to attend the second Langkawi | nternationa
Di al ogue, said his problenms with Hun Sen were largely due to their
contrasting styles brought about by differences in cultural backgrounds.

"I was trained in France, nore |iberal but |ess outspoken. In contrast,
Hun Sen is not very liberal but very outspoken," he said in the one-hour
interview in which he spoke on a wi de range of donestic, econom c, regiona
and i nternational issues.

According to Wstern nedia reports, Ranariddh recently threatened to
pull his Funci pec Party out of the Royal Canbodi an governnent after
accusi ng the Canbodi an Peopl e's Party headed by Hun Sen of unequal power
sharing at the district and provincial |evels.

The reports said that in May Ranari ddh, his father King Norodom
Si hanouk and two hal f-brothers Prince Norodom Sirivudh and Prince Norodom
Chakrapong net in Paris in the wake of Ranariddh's pull-out threat.

In retaliation, Hun Sen was reported to have said that he woul d use
force to prevent any attenpts to dissol ve the governnent by
unconsti tutional neans.

Ranari ddh said both he and Hun Sen were deterni ned to engage in
di al ogue to anicably resol ve their problens.

"There is nothing very profound in our differences and there won't be
any need for the use of any kind of force,"” he added.

To prove his point, the premer said both he and Hun Sen | ast nonth
attended a neeting with the Wirld Bank in Tokyo to enable the bank to
assess the situation in Canbodi a ahead of plans to continue providing aid
for the country's reconstruction.

He said the Wrld Bank was satisfied with the political stability of
Canbodia, its denocratic reforns and plans being put in place for the
country's next general elections due in 1998.

Ranari ddh said things are |l ooking up in his country and people |ike
hi nsel f who became politicians in order to serve Canbodi ans who el ected
theminto office could not afford to waste tine in petty political
quarrels.

This is especially so for a country with a tragic past |ike Canbodi a.

"Having lost 20 years and two mllion people because of power struggles
anong politicians, Canbodia has a lot of catching up to do in national
reconstruction. The nost inportant thing is political stability but | am
happy to say that both politically and econonmically, we are heading for a
nore stable future," he said.

Ranari ddh said billions of dollars in foreign i nvestnents have begun to
flowinto Canbodi a, representing a nmassive dose of foreign investor
confidence in the country's future.



Coupled with massive aid mainly for the devel opnent of infrastructure
fromthe Wrld Bank, the Asian Devel opnent Bank and Japan -- all of which
are vital to attract foreign investnents -- plus a package of liberal rules
and regul ati ons being put in place, Canbodia and Canbodi ans are in for
greater stability and prosperity.

The tines ahead prom se to be exciting because Canbodia is due to be
accepted as the eighth nenber of Asean next year and this has cone cl ose on
the heels of the United States granting Canbodi a Most Favoured Nation (MN)
status | ast week.

The MFN status -- which provides preferential tariffs for a list of
over 4,000 export itenms -- has given the country an edge over others |ike
Vi et nam and Myanmar

"Vi et nam and Myanmar are not expected to be granted MFN status for sone
time yet because the Americans are sensitive about issues |ike human
rights," he added.

Dressed in dark blue bush jacket, Ranariddh | ooked very rel axed but
remar ked that al though he has trenendous passion for his "difficult" job of
Prime M nister, he does not have nuch patience.

"You need to have both passion and patience as Prine M nister of
Canbodia. But | nust admit | aman inpatient man...how could you have
pati ence when ny country has so nuch catching up to do especially now that
we are going to be a nenber of Asean which (with the exception of Vietnam
i s already devel opi ng far ahead," he said.

Ranarridh cited very positive econonmc indicators for Canbodi a.

The inflation rate, which was at 121 per cent in 1991, canme down to a
lowy three per cent |ast year

The econony grew by 5.4 per cent in 1994 but hit 7.6 per cent |ast
year. For the next five years it is expected to average seven per cent. In
addition, the currency, riel, has stabilised and this "is the best
i ndi cator for Canmbodia's foreign reserve strength as well as the trust
Canbodi ans have in their country".

Ranari ddh said in nmany ways he tries to be as rel axed as Ml aysi an
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

"Dr Mahathir is 71 years old but he | ooks so nmuch younger. | can see
that he hardly has grey hair. | don't know what are his secrets, but | can
tell you that in trying to stay young, | amnot taking any ginseng," he

said in jest.

The premer also said he is opposed to the policy of isolating Myanmar
just for the purpose of getting it to denocratise and inprove its human
rights record.

He said while the United States government is critical of Myanmar
Americans conprise the first and | argest foreign i nvestors there, adding
that this doubl e-standard i s unacceptabl e. -- BERNAVA
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