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Lawsatellite
SECOND MALAYSI AN SATELLI TE NEXT YEAR

SHAH ALAM Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will launch its second satelite
next year for educational, research and comuni cati ons purposes, Science,
Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng said today.

He said it was inpressive for Ml aysia which had just |aunched into
orbit, its first ever satellite, Measat 1, and this tinme, having its own
engi neers build the 50-kil ogramre mcro-satelite.

"By the year 2000, Malaysia will take pride by having at |east two
satellites in space," he told reporters after closing the Sumur Gty
Aer ospace Adventure exhibition here.

He said a blue print on space science and technol ogy was bei ng drafted
by his mnistry as had been directed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The Space Sci ence Studies Division (SSSD) which was set up on Feb 7,
1994 under the Prine Mnister's Departnent and subsequently transferred to
the Mnistry of Science and Technol ogy in June 1995, would head the
proj ect, he said.

Law said the focus woul d be on research and devel opnent (R&D) to expand
Mal aysia's capability in the field of space science.

On the exhibition, a first for an Asian country, he said a survey
showed t hat 48 per cent of the 500, 000-o0dd visitors cane fromthe Kl ang
Val l ey and the rest fromother states.

"Close to two-third were students," he said, adding that sonme three
m | lion Mal aysi ans were found to be keen on space science.

In his speech earlier, he said the space race was not only between
Russia and the United States as many countries in the world including
Mal aysi a had begun to be invol ved.

The governnment was aware of the significance of the field and woul d
develop its own expertise thus "l eap-froggi ng" other countries that were
nmore progressive in the space i ndustry.

At the cerenony, Law presented a certificate fromthe government to
Kunpul an Sumur Wang whi ch spent some RMLO million to stage the three-nonth
| ong showcase di splayi ng 40 years of Russian experience in space
expl orati on.

Anmong t hose present were Deputy Science, Technol ogy and Environment
M ni ster Datuk Abu Bakar Daud, the ministry's secretary-general, V.
Danabal an, SSSD director-general Prof Dr Mazlan Qthman and Perlis Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mwho was a | ast-mnute visitor. -- Bernama
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