13 OCT 1996
Abdul | ah- Vi et
SECOND MALAYSI A- VI ETNAM JO NT COVM SSI ON MEETI NG

HANO , Cct 13 (Bernama) -- Wen Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi arrives here Thursday for high-level talks with top Vietnanese
governnent officials, bilateral relations between Mal aysia and Vi et nam are
set to soar to greater heights.

The | ast boat people fromthe now cl osed Sungai Besi refugee canp in
Kual a Lunpur were repatriated under the United Nations orderly departure
progranmme about three nonths ago and Mal aysia is now anmong the top 10
i nvestors in Vietnam

Wth a clean slate, Ml aysian officials at the second Mal aysi a- Vi et nam
Joi nt Comm ssion Meeting (JCM are hoping to identify new areas of
cooperation and expand on the existing ties.

"There are no nmmj or outstanding issues that nerit the attention of the
JCM and we hope to expand our cooperation further in all fields," Mlaysian
anmbassador Cheah Sam Ki p tol d Ber nama

He said one outstanding issue in the past that was an irritant was the
boat people problemand that matter had been resol ved.

The second JCM bet ween Mal aysia and Vi etnam woul d nonitor and gi ve
i npetus to the cooperation agreenent between the two Asean nei ghbours,
Cheah sai d.

Abdul l ah wi Il head the Mal aysi an del egation to the talks while his
counterpart, Nguyen Manh Cam will |ead the Vi etnanese side. Both were al so
co-chai rnen of the previous JCM

The agenda of this Saturday' neeting will cover all aspects of
relati ons between Mal aysia and Vi etnam the youngest Asean partner which
joined the regional grouping in July |last year

The two foreign ministers are al so expected to take the opportunity to
di scuss regional and international issues of nmutual interest.

Abdul | ah is al so expected to nmake courtesy calls on Prinme Mnister Vo
Van Ki et and General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Do Mi

Besi des revi ewi ng the progress of cooperation between the two
nei ghbours, the JCMw Il in particular discuss trade and i nvestnent issues.

Mal aysia is Vietnam a seventh | argest investor with a total of about
US$930 million (about RM2.32 billion) in 49 projects. During his three-day
stay here Abdull ah is schedul ed for neetings with the Ml aysi an busi ness
community in Hanoi and Ho Chi Mnh Gty.

Since Mal aysi a established its resident enbassy in Hanoi in 1976,

Mal aysi a- Vi etnamrel ati ons had i nproved steadily, in particul ar over the
| ast few years, as reflected in the exchange of several high-level visits
i nvol ving the Yang di - Pertuan, Agong Tuanku Ja'afar, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Prime M nister Vo Van Kiet and party | eader Do
Moi .

The i naugural neeting of the Ml aysi a-Vi et nam Joi nt Conmmi ssi on was held
in Kual a Lumpur in Septenber |ast year, two nmonths after Conmuni st Vi etnam
j oi ned Asean

The Econonic, Scientific and Techni cal Cooperation Agreenent concl uded
bet ween both countries in April 1992 provides for the establishnent of a
m nisterial-level joint conm ssion.

However, the present close ties between the two countries did not
happen overni ght and were not without problens.

One analyst said: "It is true that the saga of the Vietnanese boat
peopl e has ended as far as Malaysia is concerned but Malaysia is al so



claimant, along with Vietnam to parts of the Spratly group of islands in
t he Sout h China Sea."

That potential flashpoint in the region had nore or | ess been doused by
bil ateral cooperation and agreements in the joint exploration of oil and
gas deposits in the South China Sea between some of the countries involved,
he sai d.

Anot her issue that could crop up in the sidelines, he said, would be
the "bureaucratic probl ens” which was hanpering busi ness activities.

During the last JCM Mal aysi a wanted Vietnamto iron out these
technicalities which included the delays in the approval of |icences and
permts which is also faced by all the countries involved with Vietnam

This was echoed recently by Asean's secrtary-general Datuk Ajit Singh
at an investnment seminar in Ho Chi Mnh City two nonths ago when he said,
one of the basic commtnents for participating Asean economc activities is
transparency, that is the law, rule and regul ati ons have to be
transparent.”

Mal aysi a and Vi et nam have so far signed 13 bilateral agreements which
coul d serve as a useful foundation for future business dealings. -- BERNAVA
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