20 JAN 1996
Muhanmmrad- kanmpung
SELANGOR TO BE CATALYST FOR DEVELOPI NG FUTURI STI C VI LLAGE

BANTI NG Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Selangor is prepared to becone the
catalyst in the devel opnent of the futuristic village that still maintains
traditional values and ethics despite its advancenent in nodern technol ogy
and econony, said Menteri Besar, Tan Sri Miuhanmad Haji Mihamad Tai b

He said the state government would nake Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s vision of creating such villages a reality that could
speed up Malaysia's efforts towards becom ng a devel oped nation in its own
fashi on.

"The Prime M nister once stressed the need to develop a futuristic
vill age whi ch had urban physi cal devel opnent but maintaining the old social
val ues of the kanmpung," he said at a function in conjunction with the
"Village Visit By Leaders" Programe at Kanpung Endah, near here today.

The Prime M nister had visited Kanpung Endah to be closer with the
peopl e under a programe carrying the thene, "Striving Together Towards A
Modern, Attractive and Productive Village", organised by the Mnistry of
Rural Devel opnent.

Muhammad said the futuristic village would be equi pped with nodern
infrastructure and the villagers pursuing nodern econom ¢ activities such
as operating small- and nmedi umi ndustries enpl oyi ng nodern technol ogy.

The Menteri Besar said the village woul d al so have a resource centre
that could be used for reference by visitors as well as beconing a nodel to
ot her villages.

"The villagers will maintain traditional kanpung values |ike respect
for others, indulging in gotong-royong, using the nosque to guide the
peopl e towards perfection and nmoul di ng yout hs who are not only active but
al so capable in rejecting negative lifestyle," he said.

Kanpung Endah, |ocated on a 1, 185-hectare site with 1,610 residents
occupyi ng 236 hones, was a renote settlement in 1952 but has now acquired
some of the characteristics of a futuristic village.

The Prime Mnister was inpressed with the efforts of the residents in
usi ng prize noney that they won in inplenmenting projects that benefited
every resident and had cooperated to collect RVWO fromeach resident every
month since April 1987 to amass RM2.21 nillion.

The noney will be used to buy part of an estate nearby to expand their
village and to enbark on a housing project. The foundation stone for the
project was laid by Dr Mahathir during the visit.

Muhanmad said the state government woul d charge a m ni mum prem um on
the land for the project to showits appreciation to the people of Kanpung
Endah for their perseverence.

In conjunction with the visit, the Prine Mnister presented special
prizes to the villagers including the Village Leadership Award to Haji
Sai ron Abdul Ham d, forner State Assenbl yman for Batu Laut who is now
advisor to the Village Devel opnent and Security Commttee.

Anot her award recipient was the i mamof the village nbsque since it was
opened, Haji Taib Marlon while Puan Tuki ah Mohd Alias, who was born in
1910, received the special award for the aged and Enci k M sran Khali
recei ved the special award for owning the nodel honme. -- BERNAMA



	SELANGOR TO BE CATALYST FOR DEVELOPING FUTURISTIC VILLAGE (Bernama 20/01/1996)

