30 APR 1996
Rozal i - PAS
SEMANGAT 46 TO CONTI NUE TO SEEK TALKS W TH PAS

KOTA BAHARU, April 30 (Bernama) -- Parti Melayu Semangat 46 (S46) will
continue to seek tal ks with PAS regardi ng the Kel antan government's
proposal to anend the state constitution to curb the Sultan's powers.

Kel antan S46 chi ef Datuk Rozali |sohak said today that the party was
not giving up hope of resolving the issue through consultation anong al
parties invol ved.

"We (S46) are confident that it can be resolved if both parties refrain
from maki ng statenents that can worsen the situation," he told reporters
her e.

Rozal i, who is Deputy Menteri Besar, said his relationship with Menteri
Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat remmi ned cl ose although the latter's
out burst agai nst S46 had hei ght ened tensi ons between S46 and PAS over the
amendrent i ssue.

He said S46 wanted to maintain cooperation with PAS in the ruling
Angkat an Per paduan Ummah (APU) in Kel antan, which al so i ncludes Ham m and
Berj asa.

"There is no such thing as the breakup of APU or S46 pulling out of the
Kel ant an governnent; that is only specul ation. W have not received any
directive fromthe central S46," he said.

Rozali said the state admi nistration was functioning snoothly and the
state Exco neeting today proceeded wi t hout any probl ens.

Asked whet her S46 woul d support the proposed anendnents, he said the
matter woul d be decided after it was referred to the party's | eadership

"PAS has to discuss it with all APU nenbers to get their support since
it is not going alone to the State Legislative Assenbly to table the notion
and pass it," he said.

Rozal i disnissed suggestion that the rift between S46 and PAS had
reached a critical stage

Earlier, Rozali met three state Exco nenbers from S46 -- Kapt (R) Mhd
Nor Ahmad (Pul ai Chondong), Haji Daud Jaafar (Jelawat) and N k Mustapa Nik
Lodi ng (Gual Peri ok).

It was understood that they had net to prepare for a nmeeting with N k
Azi z.

However, their neeting with Nik Aziz was said to have |asted only
several mnutes because the Menteri Besasr had to attend to other matters.

Meanwhi | e, Kel antan Umo deputy chief Datuk Annuar Miusa said the party
was adopting an open stand on the constitutional amendment issue.

"We should not rush into the matter because it is APUs fanily
problem" he told reporters at his residence here.

However, the matter would be on the agenda of the state Umo neeting
t onor r ow.

Al'l Kel antan Umo | eaders woul d be briefed on the issue to enable a
consensus to be reached so that Kelantan Umo chief Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad coul d be informed of the stand, he added.

Meanwhi | e, the PAS-1ed Kel antan government today reiterated its stand
not to hold a special briefing for the pal ace regardi ng the proposed
constitutional changes.

"Anyone who has been readi ng the newspapers should be aware of the
anmendrments. There is no need for further briefing fromPAS," the Menteri
Besar's Press Secretary Wan | smail Wan Jusoh sai d.

PAS was just seeking to adopt federal anmendnments to define the powers



of the Menteri Besar and the pal ace, as had been i npl enented by the other
states, he told a press conference here.

However, he said the state government woul d get the approval of the
state Exco, which includes S46 nenbers, before tabling the amendnents in
the State Legislative Assenbly.

He said PAS started view ng S46 negatively after its president Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah secretly net Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
for tal ks |last nonth.

PAS considered S46 as "a wi fe who was on the verge of being unfaithful”
when Tengku Razal ei gh net the Umo | eader, he added. -- BERNAMA
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