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Anwar - Soci al
SEVENTH MALAYSI A PLAN WLL G VE PRIORI TY TO SCCl AL AGENDA AS WELL

KUALA TERENGGANU, March 8 (Bernama) -- The Seventh Ml aysia Pl an
(1996-2000) will give high priority to the social agenda besides the
econony, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

It would be the first Malaysia Plan that not only placed fundanental
enphasi s on econom ¢ issues but al so adequate attention to the soci al
agenda of the country, he added.

This included the inportance to pronbte a greater awareness of religion
and the famly institution as the foundation to ward off the ever serious
soci al probl ems besetting society," he told a Hari Raya Aidilfitri
gat hering here, organi sed by the state governnent.

"The previous Ml aysia Plans all gave priority to the economc field..
the other areas were only given passing attention," he said

Anwar said the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d give
further clarification on the plan at its launching in Parlianent House in
April.

He said Malaysia's future and its direction would be assured if it
adopted an attitude of noderation, hunmlity, readiness to |l earn and
willingness to correct nistakes because probl ens reni nded, including those
of a social nature.

"I'ts dadah problem for instance, now involves 200,000 addicts, 70
percent of them Mal ays... other social problens also involve Mal ay youth,"
he added.

Anwar stressed that the solution would only come through soci al
awar eness and religious education as the foundati on of a strengthened
famly institution.

Oficials and other institutions could not help in solving the mgjority
of problens if the fanmily institution as a foundati on was not preserved, he
sai d.

The governnment was taking proactive steps by learning fromthe existing
weaknesses and enbar ki ng on bol d neasures to renedy the probl ens, he added.
Anwar, al so the Finance Mnister, said the governnment wanted to nake
the Zakat Institution in Ml aysia one that was effective in collecting and

managi ng tithe.

The Zakat institution was a highly critical and strategic one which
need to be expanded, he added.

For that purpose, the governnment had sought the gui dance of a renowned
| sl am ¢ schol ar Dr Yusuf Al -Qardhaw .

Dr Yusof, who will be in the country fromMarch 19 till the end of the
mont h, woul d be giving advice at a conference on the Islamc financial
systemand securities industry organi sed by the Securities Comi ssion apart
fromneeting with kadis and nuftis.

Today' s gat hering was attended by about 1,000 comunity and Bari san
Nasi onal | eaders fromthe state. -- BERNAMA
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