13 SEP 1996

SEVERAL CANDI DATES | N UMNO ELECTI ON MAY FACE DI SQUALI FI CATI ON

KUALA LUWPUR, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Several candi dates vying for posts
in the Umo el ection next nonth may face di squalification.

Umo secretary general Datuk Mdhamed Rahmat indicated this to reporters
after sending off Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport today. Dr Mahathir left for
Zi mbabwe to attend the World Solar Summit in Harare tonorrow.

"W shoul d know by Monday...there may be some di squalifications,"” he
sai d when asked whet her any candi date has withdrawn fromthe party
el ection.

He however did not el aborate on the matter.

Tonorrow i s the deadline for Umo candidates to accept or reject the
official offer to contest in the party election after their nanes were
nom nat ed by the Umo divi si ons.

The party headquarters gave themtwo weeks from Sept 1 to collect their
offer letters and reply within the period, after which an official list of
candi dates will be put up and they will no longer be allowed to withdraw

Mohaned recently rem nded the candi dates that Umo woul d take stern
action including disqualification after Sept 14 if candidates are found to
have breached party discipline especially involvenent in noney politics and
canmpai ning for the el ection

The party headquarters is al so conducting checks with the Oficial
Assignee's O fice to determ ne that candi dates and del egates attendi ng the
party's general assenbly are not bankrupts.

The party has barred bankrupts fromtaking part in the assenbly.
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