17 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - NSC
SEVERE PUNI SHVENT | NCLUDI NG CANI NG FOR | LLEGAL ENTRY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernamm) -- Foreign workers entering the country
illegally will be severely dealt with, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Speaki ng to newsnmen after attending a fund-raising dinner for Mrine
Park Trust Fund at Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here tonight, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Illegal inmgrants and whoever enploy themw || be severely
dealt with, and the governnent had deci ded that they be caned.”

The Prime M nister said the National Security Council (NSC) which net

today had di scussed at | ength the probl ens posed by illegal foreign workers
in the country, nunbering al nost one nmillion.

"Wt tal ked about illegal immgrants and we decided to take stern stand
in action to curb the influx of illegal foreign workers into the country,"
said Dr Mahathir who is al so the NSC chai rman

He said the illegals woul d be deported back to their countries of
origin, and for those caught com ng back illegally, the punusinent woul d be

i ncreased to include caning.

Dr Mahathir said sinilar punishnent woul d be neted out against the
i ntermedi ari es including caning as the governnent viewed the problemw th
seriousness.

"The existing laws regarding the matter are not enough. W want themto

be very severe. | want the surveillance along the coasts of the country to
be further increased in order to prevent illegals fromcomng in," he
added.

The Prime M nister said he could not tell off-hand the exact numnber of
illegals nowin the country, but said what was evident was that the nunber
of illegals were much nore than those working | egally.

Among dignitaries present at the dinner were his wife, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Mnister of Agriculture Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud,
M ni ster of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent Datuk Law Hi eng Ding, the
Pro-tem Presi dent of Mal aysi an Sports Diving Associati on (MSDA) Mikriz
Mahat hir and President of Diving Equi pment and Manufacturing Associ ation
(DEMA) of USA, Lee Selisky. -- BERNAMA
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