08 AUG 1996

SI EMENS KEEN TO PARTI Cl PATE | N TRANS ASI A RAI LWAY PRQIECT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- A senior official of Sienens G oup
Germany says Sienens is keen to participate in the 498-kmtrans Asia
railway project nmooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad

"W have studi ed the proposed project which is expected to run into
billions of ringgit linking Singapore to Kunm ng in Southern China,"
Christian Urbanke, Sienens Electrical Engineering Sdn Bhd managi ng director
sai d here today.

The rail |ink proposed by Malaysia is part of the Mekong Basin
Sub-regi on Devel opnent Programe, an Asean project agreed to at the fifth
Asean Sunmit in Bangkok in Decenber 1995.

The estimted RM2.25 billion project, based on an estimated cost of
US$2 nmillion per km(RVb million), will be funded by the Asian Devel opnent
Bank, Worl d Bank, Japan and the European Union.

Urbanke attended the signing of the joint venture agreement for the
setting up of a joint venture conpany between KTM Bhd and Si enens | ntegra
Transportation Systens AG of Switzerland to manufacture railway signalling
and communi cati ons equi pnent in Ml aysi a.

Ur banke said the conmpany could contribute towards the realisation of
the project through a nunmber of ways |ike providing ideas and acting as
system | eaders for the signalling and communi cati ons equi prent .

Si emens I ntegra chief executive officer Josef Leingruber al so expressed
the conpany's interest in the rail project. -- BERNAVA
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