06 JUL 1996
LEAD Causeway
S| NGAPORE NOT | NFORMVED COF PROPOSAL TO REPLACE CAUSEWAY

By: Tan Hock Guan

SI NGAPORE, July 6 (Bernama) -- Singapore has not received any official
i nformation concerning the possibility of dismantling the Causeway and
replacing it with a bridge.

Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad rai sed the
possibility of replacing the Causeway with a bridge when he | aunched the JB
Waterfront City project in Johor Baharu yesterday.

Commenting on Dr Mahathir's statement, a Singapore Foreign Affairs
M ni stry spokesnan sai d today that Singapore and Mal aysi a enj oyed war m and
cl ose rel ati ons.

"W have worked well together on many bilateral projects for our nutua
benefit," the spokesnan said.

"We will therefore give careful consideration to any proposal which
seeks to inprove or reinforce this |link between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore."

The signing of the Johor Straits Boundary Agreenent in August 1995 and
t he ongoi ng construction of the Second Crossing between Ml aysi a and
Si ngapore bear testinobny to the good cooperati on between t he nei ghbours
across the Johor Straits.

The Causeway provides a vital |ink between Mal aysia and Si ngapore.

"It serves as both an inportant synbol and as a physical nmanifestation
of the special and warmties between our peoples,” the spokesman sai d.

The dismantling of the Causeway would facilitate ferry services rather
than commerci al shipping, said the shipping i ndustry.

They said certain parts of the Johor Straits were not deep enough for
t he bi gger shi ps.

The 1.2km Causeway, built in 1923 by the British, was opened in June
1924 and until today it is the only road and rail |ink between Singapore
and Mal aysi a.

A Second Link Crossing Bridge is currently being built by the Singapore
and Mal aysi an governments |inking Tuas in Singapore and Tangj ung Kupang in
Johor .

The Second Link is targeted to be conpleted by the end of 1997.

It was reported earlier this year that the Johor state governnment was
studying the possibility of a third link on the eastern part of the state.

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia was reported to be conducting a
feasibility study for either a tunnel or a high bridge to |ink Tanjung
Langsat in eastern Johor to Singapore.

The Johor Straits to the east of the Causeway is currently a busy
wat erway wi th ships heading for the shipyards in Singapore and Johor while
to the west traffic is lowand mainly of the smaller sized vessels.

Sonme 100, 000 peopl e now cross the Causeway daily in either direction
conpared with about 17,000 daily when inm gration control was inposed
between the two countries in July 1967. -- BERNAMVA
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