13 AUG 1996

S| NGAPORE TRADE M SSION WLL VISIT KUALA LUVPUR TH S MONTH

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernamm) -- A Singapore trade and investnment
m ssion | ed by President of the Singapore Confederation of Industries (SA)
Dat uk Robert Chua is on a three-day visit to Kuala Lunpur begining today to
pronote cl oser bilateral trade and econom c rel ati ons between both
countries.

The 100- nenber m ssion conprises chief executive officers, senior
busi ness representatives of 69 Singapore conpanies, officials fromthe
Si ngapore Trade Devel opnment Board (TDB) and SCI as well as nedia
representatives.

The mission, organised by TDB and SCl with the Ml aysi an Hi gh
Commi ssion in Singapore, ained at identifying new and vi abl e market niches
for Singapore conpanies, TDB said in a statenment rel eased today.

The del egation will have separate busi ness di al ogue sessions with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and with M nister of Internationa
Trade and I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

They will be updated on Mal aysia's trade and investnent conditions and
the | atest econonic and industrial policy devel opnents.

The Ml aysi an External Trade Devel opment Corporation (MATRADE) and the
Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority (MDA) will also brief themon
facilitative services for export pronotion, market devel opment assi stance
schenes, investment policies and industry-specific opportunities for
Si ngapor ean busi nesses.

Apart fromthe dial ogue sessions which are ained at providing a useful
net wor ki ng opportunity and to channel feedback on Singapore- Ml aysi a
busi ness procedures and conditions, the nenbers woul d al so have i ndi vi dua
busi ness neetings with nore than 300 Mal aysi an conpani es to expl ore
i nvestnent opportunities and possible joint-comercial projects.

"The unprecedented size of the Singapore del egation, the high-profile
busi ness neetings with Mal aysia's senior government mnisters and
officials, and the overwhel m ng representati on by Mal aysi an i ndustry during
this mssion display the comm tnment by both countries in continuing to
enhance cl ose bil ateral trade and i nvestnent co-operation," said Chua.

TDB's CEQ, Barry Desker said "through the mssion, the TDB hoped to
build on Malaysia's position as Singapore's |argest trading partner and on
the |l evel of Singapore investnents in Malaysia in the key areas of
i nfrastructure devel opnment, environmental managenent, hospitality, export
of services and manufacturing.”

Mal aysi a has been Singapore's |largest trading partner since 1994. In
1995, bilateral trade between both countries rose by 8.6 percent to S$59. 4
billion (RMLO5.7 billion), and accounted for 17.3 percent of Singapore's
gl obal trade.

As for Mal aysia, Singapore was its third largest trading partner, third
| argest inmport source and second | argest export market in 1994.

According to MDA, Singapore investnents in Malaysia were mainly in the
manuf act uri ng sect or.

Bet ween January and June 1996, M DA approved 79 Si ngapore investnent
projects in manufacturing amounting to RM3. 25 billion, mainly in the
el ectronic, wood and netal industries. -- BERNAMA
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