13 AUG 1996
Hi st ory- Si ngapor eans (News Focus)
S| NGAPOREANS LOOKI NG BACK FOR ANSWER TO FUTURE

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- After 31 years of independence and
poi sed on the threshold of entering the ranks of devel oped nations in the
near future, Singaporeans are suddenly concerned about their past.

O, to be exact, their absence of know edge about their past.

Deputy Prine Mnister Brigadier General (R) Lee Hsien Loong | anmented
that there was a serious gap in the education of young Singaporeans and
that efforts nust be made to i mbue Singaporeans with a sense of the
nation's history.

"We have not inbued in themwhere they cane fromand where they are
heading to," he told Malaysian journalists on a five-day visit to the
republic recently.

He was asked to comrent on his father and Senior M nister Lee Kuan
Yew s nusings on the possibility of Singapore re-nerging with Malaysia. In
June this year, Lee inreply to a question at a Singapore Press C ub dinner
had painted a scenari o under whi ch Singapore might rejoin Malaysia if
certain conditions were right for it to do so

The conditions include Mal aysi a adopting the sane policy of neritocracy
as Singapore, without any race being in a privileged position, and if
Mal aysi a pursues as successfully the sane goal s as Singapore to bring
maxi mum econoni ¢ benefit to its people.

Such a scenario, said the Senior Mnister, if it ever cane about, would
take some tinme. Lee, 72, was Prime Mnister of Singapore from 1959 to 1990.
Si ngapor e becane part of the Federation of Malaysia in 1963 together with
Sabah and Sarawak but was evicted in 1965.

The younger Lee said: "It is only the observation of the senior
M ni ster to pronote econoni c devel opnent. Eventually, it is possible. Heis
only thinking al oud.

"It is not a bad thing to rem nd Si ngaporeans of the reality that
under pi ns Si ngapore -- how Si ngapore prospers. Wat they have seen is the
success, how it comes about, and howit is possible. They did not |ive
t hrough the events of their old generation.”

Intentionally or unintentionally, a mass drama held in conjunction with
the republic's National Day cel ebration thened "My Singapore My Hone" at
its stadiumerased that significant episode in history when Singapore was a
part of Mal aysi a.

BG Lee, who was asked on an observation froma Ml aysi an journali st,
said he did not have a hand in the script and he was only present at the
stadiumthat night. He agreed that it should be included in the dram

The script, witten by Professor Edwi n Thunboo of the University of
Si ngapore, traced its early beginnings as an i mm grant society to the nore
recent search for a national identity.

Senior Mnister Lee's thoughts pronpted vehenent reactions in Ml aysia
but reactions in Singapore were nuted.

Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad did not rule
out the possibility of Singapore rejoining Mal aysia one day. He said the
projection by the Senior Mnister mght becone a reality when all the races
in Mal aysi a had devel oped sel f-confidence and the capability to conpete.

Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong, who succeeded Lee in 1990, was
quoted recently as saying that reunification was not on his agenda. "MW
political agenda with regard to Malaysia is to | ook for ways where we can
work together to nmutually hel p each ot her achi eve devel oped econony



status,"” he told reporters.

In his National Day nessage, Goh said: "After 31 years, nore inportant
than our econoni ¢ success and the inprovenents in our lives, is the
begi nni ng of a Si ngaporean identity and nation."

Ceneral ly, Singapore |eaders agreed they have not nade concerted
efforts to rem nd Si ngaporeans of their past as many felt that the painful
circunmstances in which Singapore was ousted from Mal aysi a wer e best
forgotten.

The governnent, they said, learnt | essons fromthe 1964 riots so that
in 1969 when there were racial riots in Ml aysia, Singapore was not
seriously affected.

Tracing the history, Ml ayan Prine M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman had on
May 27, 1961 proposed closer political and econom c cooperation between the
Federation of Ml aya, Singapore, Sarawak, North Borneo (| ater Sabah) and
Brunei in the formof a nerger

The nmain terns of the nerger, agreed on by himand Lee Kuan Yew, were
to have central governnent responsibility for defence, foreign affairs and
internal security, but local autononmy in matters pertaining to education
and | abour.

A referendumon the terns of the nmerger held in Singapore on Sept 1
1962 supported Lee's People's Action Party's (PAP) plan to go ahead with
t he nerger.

Mal aysia was formed on Sept 16, 1963, and consisted of the Federation
of Mal aya, Singapore, Sarawak and North Borneo. Brunei opted to stay out.
| ndonesi a and the Philippines opposed the nerger. President Sukarno of
| ndonesi a worked actively against it during the three years of |ndonesian
Confrontati on.

The nerger with Singapore was short-lived. Singapore was separated from
the rest of Malaysia on Aug 19, 1964, and becane a sovereign, denocratic
and i ndependent nati on.

Si ngapore was admitted to the United Nations on Sept 21, 1965 and
became a menber of the Conmonweal th on Cct 15, 1965. On Dec 22, 1965, it
becane a republic with Yusof Ishak as the republic's first president. --
BERNAMA
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