10 AUG 1996
Taj uddi n
SIRIM DG WLL TAKE OVER AS TENAGA NASI ONAL CHI EF EXECUTI VE

BANG , Aug 10 (Bernamm) -- Standards and Industrial Research Institute
Mal aysia (Sirim Director-General Datuk Dr Ahnmad Tajuddin Ali who is taking
over as Tenaga Nasional Bhd chief executive said tonight he was inforned of
t he appoi nt nent on Monday.

He said he received a call fromDeputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimat S5pminformng himthat the appointnment was effective Sept 1.

He will replace Tan Sri Dr Ani Arope whose contract as executive
chai rman expires this nonth.

"Dr Ahmad Tajuddin said: "lI'mpreparing nentally to head Tenaga
Nasi onal but right now |'moccupied with the corporatisation of Sirim"

"This will be ny top priority for the next two weeks," he added.

He said he had not studi ed Tenaga Nasional's operations but he woul d
take note of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s coments on
its weaknesses.

Dr Ahmad Tajuddin said his first task was to boost Tenaga Nasional's
nmoral e and i mage because he believes the electricity supply conpany has
potenti al .

When asked whet her he coul d guarantee that there would not be a
recurrence of |ast week's peninsul a-wi de bl ackout, he said: "As an

engineer, | can't give 100 per cent guarantee but I'Il try nmy very best."
No public utility would want to give unefficient service to its

custonmers, he said, adding that he was willing to rectify the weaknesses.
On the proposal for a second national grid, he said: "It is very early

to say anything for | have to study everything...and | believe that Tenaga
Nasi onal has many good engi neers and staff."”

He al so expressed his gratitude for the trust given himby Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad he hoped that all parti es,
especi ally Tenaga Nasi onal staff, sharehol ders and the public and private
sectors woul d give himtheir cooperation. -- BERNAVA
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