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Anwar - Cancel
Sl X CANDI DATES FOR UMNO SUPREME COUNCI L POSTS AND ONE FOR YOUTH EXCO DROPPED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernama) -- Six candi dates have been disqualified
fromcontesting for Umo Suprene Council posts and one for the Youth Exco
for involvenent in noney politics, abuse of power and breach of the ban on
canpai gni ng.

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid today the six
supreme council seat contenders disqualified were Pulau Pinang Deputy Chi ef
M ni st er Datuk Mohamed Shariff Omar, Shah Al am Menber of Parli anent Dat uk
Sal anon Sal amat, who is al so the Shah Al am Unno di vi si on head, and four
state executive councillors.

Anwar, who is al so the Umo Managenent and Discipline Conmittee
chai rman, said the state executive councillors were Datuk Mhanmed Aini Taib
(Sel angor), Datuk Dr Abdul Ml ek Hanafiah (Perak), Haji Adam Abdul Hamid
(Johor) and Datuk Dr Latiff Mrasa (Pulau Pinang).

"The deci sion was nade by the suprene council's special conmittee at a
nmeeting chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad this
afternoon after considering all the information and proof received fromthe
Managerment and Discipline Committee," he told a news conference at the
Prime M nister's Departnent, here.

Anwar said the candidate for the Youth Exco who was disqualified was
Ayob Mat Aris of Sel angor.

He said they were still eligible as del egates to the Umo genera
assenbly fromGCct 9 to 12 except for Adam and Ayob whose cases were nore
serious.

Anwar said that besides Adam and Ayob the Special Conmittee al so
droppped 14 other party nmenbers fromthe del egates |ist.

Ei ght of the del egates dropped are from Kedah, two each from Kel ant an,
Sel angor and Johor and one each from Negeri Senbilan and the Federa
Territory of Kuala Lunpur.

Wthout giving details on noney politics or the offences conmitted by
t he candi dates and del egates, Anwar said the action against them was
appropri ate because anpl e warni ng had been gi ven but was i gnored.

"Based on the list of those disqualified, it is clear that we do not
favour anyone in discharging our duties,” he said.

For exanple, he said, Sal anbn was once his political secretary, Dr
Abdul Mal ek was the prinme mnister's forner political secretary while
Mohaned Shariff was Pul au Pi nang Deputy Chief Mnister.

However, he said, their cases were not as serious as those still under
investigation |ike the conplaint that a candidate for the post of Youth
head had asked del egates to swear by the Quran to support him

"We still have no strong information but playing with oaths fromthe
Quran to nme is a serious offence and | hope Umo nenbers understand t hat
religion cannot be uses as a tool," he said.

He did not discount the possibility of getting anple proof to take
action against the culprit before the Youth el ecti on on Wednesday, saying
that the investigation would continue until the |ast mnute.

Anwar sai d the Managenent and Discipline Conmittee had al so recei ved
information that several candi dates were prepared to pay over RMb, 000 for
each vote at the last mnute before the party el ection

He said that in the last mnute there were al so del egates threatening
candi dat es because they felt that the candi dates were desperate for votes
after all channels for canpai gning were closed by the suprene counci



t hrough stiff regul ati ons.

"Because of that, we decided to take stern action because if we follow
the normal processs, the assenbly will proceed...they can appeal to the
supreme council but the president's decision is that we be firmin our
deci sion and not open ourselves to the m sconception that the principle of
the struggle can be easily sacrificed,” he said.

Anwar said that so far no candi date Wani ta Umo candi date or del egate
had been |inked to noney politics, abuse of poser or breaching of the ban
on canpai gni ng.

Asked about the government positions of those disqualified, Anwar sai d:
"That nust be discussed with the prine mnister. For now we only take party
action.”

He said all the candi dates and del egates disqualified had yet to be
i nformed of the Special Committees' decision. -- BERNAMA
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