19 AUG 1996

SMALL TOURI SM OPERATCRS URGED TO TEAM UP W TH MAJOR PLAYERS

KUALA BERANG, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Snmall tourismoperators should team
up with the I arge players through equity sharehol ding to ensure higher
returns, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d

The Prime Mnister said it was pointless for small operators to build
chal ets or hotels which | acked every type of facility and were only able to
attract tourists such as "hippies".

He said Mal aysi a does not need this kind of tourists.

"W have entered an era when we require large investnents to ensure
quality and perfection," he told a news conference at Kenyir Lake Golf
Resort, 40kmfrom here, today.

Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed with the rapid devel opnent of the
tourisminfrastructure at Kenyir Lake and descri bed Kenyir Lake Gol f
Resort, a devel opment by Hi com Lei sures Sdn Bhd which is a subsidiary of
DRB- H com Group, as evidence that the tourismindustry could grow w t hout
damagi ng the natural environnent.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived for an overnight stay at the resort yesterday,
today i nspected the construction of an 18-hole golf course by Perspec Prine
(M Sdn Bhd, another subsidiary of the DRB-H com Group, at Pul au Pupi near
the resort.

Acconpani ed by Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad and
DRB- Hi com Group chairman Tan Sri Yahya Ahnad, the Prinme M nister al so
i nspected several other areas at the | ake in a speedboat which he drove
hi nsel f. -- BERNAMA
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