24 OCT 1996
O phans- Gat heri ng
SOMVE 1, 300 ORPHANS TO GATHER FOR EDUCATI ON CAMP

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- For the first time, a total of 1,300
orphans fromall over the country will be attending a one-week education
canmp at the main canmpus of Institut Teknologi Mara (I TM Shah Al am from Nov
23.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to visit the
education canmp on Nov 29 to help enlighten the children on the inportance
of education to safeguard their future.

The gathering is jointly organi sed by the Ml aysi an Orphans Wl fare
Foundation (YATIM and ITMin collaboration with the New Straits Tines,
Berita Harian, Utusan Ml aysia, Nanyang Si ang Pau and al so TV3 and RTM

The Chai rman of the organi sing comrittee Datuk Kadir Jasin said society
had the idea that orphans were only hoping for donations for food and
clothing especially during the festive seasons.

"The people forget that besides food and clothing and a roof over their
heads these orphans al so need nental and enotional support,"” he said at a
news conference at Balai Berita NST here.

He said a study done by Universiti Pertanian Mal aysia (UPM showed t hat
academ ¢ achi events of orphans were | ow because nost of themwere
enoti onal | y unst abl e.

At the education-oriented and ni nd devel opnent gathering the orphans
will listen to talks by several experts |ike Prof Dr Kansini Kassin, a
psychi atrist, |eading eudcatonist Prof Tan Sri Awang Had Sal | eh and
nmotivati on expert Dr Fadzillah Kansan

He said the participants were formfour students of all races sel ected
with the help the Educati on and Wl fare Services Departnments according to
the criteria decided by the organisers.

He said the participants would also be involved in recreational
activities like sports and watch fil mshows and a parachuti ng denmonstration
by men of the Royal Malaysian Air Force besides visiting several buildings
inthe city including Parlianment House and the Menara Kual a Lunpur.

Kadir said as an inspiration for themto study hard and to go for
further sudies they would visit the 11 faculties of the I TM and gi ven
information on the entry qualifications and job opportunities after
graduati ng.

He expected the gathering to be able to rid the public of the stigma
t hat orphans were m schi evous and or phanages were rehabilitati on centres.

He said YATIMw th the cooperation of the corporate sector had
conduct ed several notivation and m nd provoki ng programes at district
| evel s for about 10,000 orphans nationw de. --BERNANVA
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