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Mahat hi r - Sout h
SOUTH- SOUTH COOPERATI ON EFFORTS SUCCEEDI NG, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- Efforts by countries in the South to
enhance their cooperation are succeeding, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said the Goup of 15 (G 15) heads of governnent neeting in Harare,

Zi mbabwe, begi nning on Sunday is a progressive stepping up of the
cooperati on.

"We are continuing our efforts to build greater cooperation and
i nteraction between the countries fromthe South," he told reporters after
wi tnessing the signing of two agreenments on the KL LinearCity project at
the Bukit Kiara Equestrian & Country C ub

He said this when asked to comment on his trip to Harare and the points
t hat he woul d bring up.

Dr Mahathir will speak on behalf of Asia at the opening session on
Sunday. He is expected to speak just after the opening address by Zi nbabwe
Presi dent Robert Muigabe.

Apart from Mal aysi a and Zi nbabwe, the G 15 conprises Al geri a,

Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, India, |Indonesia, Jammica, Mxico, N geria, Peru,
Senegal , Venezuel a and Chil e.

Asked about the statenment by the Backbenchers C ub chai rman Ruhanie
Ahmad, who took a swi pe at politicians who indulged in noney politics when
debating the 1997 Budget in Parlianent yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the
i mportant thing was to stop noney politics.

"Many tal k about noney politics but it is not something that is easy to
wipe out. W try, the inportant thing is we try."

Asked about a so-called International Transparency listing which placed
Mal aysi a as anong the corrupt countries, Dr Mahathir said it was easy for
themto set thensel ves up as judge and prosecutor.

"If we want to do our own study, there is corruption in ltaly, there is
corruption in Gernmany, there's corruption in France, there's a |ot of
mnisters involved in Britain's corruption and we shoul d actual ly ban our
peopl e fromgoi ng there or spending noney there because these are corrupt
countri es.

"It's easy to set yourselves up as judge and prosecutor. | can set up
al so but of course Mal aysians are very shy, they won't say nasty things,
they leave it to me to say nasty things." -- BERNAMA
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