10 MAY 1996
Razal ei gh- Uni fication
SPECI AL COW TTEE FOR S46- UVNO UNI FI CATI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, May 10 (Bernama) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday
decl ared that Parti Melayu Senmangat 46 (S46) will establish relations and
cooperation as a partner with the ruling party in a nove towards
uni fication with Umo.

As a first step, the S46 president and other top party | eaders wll
attend the Umo convention tonmorrow in conjunction with Umo's 50th
anni versary cel ebration at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here
t onor r ow.

At a press conference at his residence at Jal an Langgak Gol f, here,
Tengku Razal ei gh said the formation of a special comittee between Umo and
S46 had been agreed upon to enhance cooperation in the interest of Mlay
unity.

"Truly, | accept that the unification of our party with Umo is the
best formula towards unifying the Malays. To date, Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46
has not been di ssol ved," he said.

S46 deputy president Datuk Rais Yatim secretary general Datuk Abdu
Manan Gsnman and i nformation chief Ahmad Shabery Chi k were anong party
| eaders who attended the press conference.

"I wish to stress that in the interest of Malay unity and the
prosperity of the rakyat as a whole in facing the 21st century, we wll
cooperate with and assist the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
as the Prine Mnister of Malaysia," he said.

Questioned on the formof the cooperation, Tengku Razal ei gh said S46
woul d support the actions of the federal government and the state
governnents under the Barisan Nasional (BN) |eadership.

Ahmad Shabery said that as a synmbol of support, S46 woul d not contest
in the by-election for the Bukit Asahan State Assenbly seat in Mel aka on
June 3. S46 lost to the BN in the last general election for the Bukit
Asahan state seat.

Tengku Razal ei gh had net with Dr Mahathir tw ce during the |ast six
weeks to discuss efforts towards Malay unity including the possibility of
his (Tengku Razal eigh's) and all of S46 menbers' joini ng Umo.

He reiterated his statenent that if all of S46 nenbers agreed to join
Umo, they would do so en-bloc.

He said the party's struggles would no | onger be used as a weapon for
confrontation but instead they would be used as contribution to "friends in
the ruling party".

The choice for the Mal ays, he said, was no | onger between the
conflicting Malay parties or the personalities |eading them

"On the other hand, the choice for themis between progress and
retrogressi on. Between peace and conflict. Between wi sdom and enoti ona
notivation," he said.

Questi oned whether the form of cooperation with Umo included the
possibility of S46 sitting together with Umo as opposition in the Kel antan
state assenbly, he said

"If you want to raise the issue on Kelantan, we are still holding
positions in the Kelantan state exco," he said.

Questioned whet her the exco posts would be surrendered, he said: "As
far as I know, we have not been kicked out yet." -- BERNAVA
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