06 SEP 1996
Unmo- Commi tt ee
SPECI AL COWM TTEE TO LOOK | NTO ACCUSATI ONS AGAI NST MI' CANDI DATES

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- The Umo Suprene Council (MI) has
agreed to set up a special committee to | ook into accusati ons agai nst
vi ce-presidential candi dates as well as those vying for the posts of youth
and wanita chiefs, relating to their canpaign activities to the run-up to
party el ecti on next nonth.

Party's president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be the chairnman
of the commttee which will also include deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m and secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat as menbers. The three
are not contesting in the el ection.

Several Umo veterans would also be invited to sit on the conmttee
said Dr Mahathir after chairing the MI neeting at Umo headquarters, Menara
Dat o' Onn, here tonight.

"The decision of the conmittee will be final," he said.

The was a need to set up the special comittee considering that
accusations on alleged breach of the ban on canpai gni ng were bei ng handl ed
by the Disciplinary Committee whose nenbers al so included the three
vi ce-presidents as well as youth and wanita chi efs.

The party had banned any forns of canpai gning by candi dates in a nove
to overconme noney politics and abuses in the run-up to the party's genera
assenbly scheduled fromQCct 9 t0 12.

Dr Mahathir said the question raised was that whil e candi dates who were
not nmenbers of the Disciplinary Commttee were scrutinised and penali sed
for accusations nmade agai nst them what woul d be the position of menbers of
the conmittee who were contesting if there were al so accused of
canpai gni ng.

He said since it involved Disciplinary Cormittee nenbers, the MI asked
the three vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Muihyi ddin
Yassin and Tan Sri Miuhanmad Haji Mihanmmad Taib as well as youth | eader Tan
Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k and wanita chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz to
| eave the neeting while the matter was di scussed

He said MI nenbers who were contesting for the posts of
vi ce-presidents, youth | eader and wanita head were al so asked to | eave the
meet i ng.

"After discussing the matter at |length, the MI agrees to set up the
special conmittee,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Disciplinary Conmttee under the chairnmanship of
Anwar woul d continue to assess and make deci si on on accusati ons agai nst MI
candi dat es.

The neeting al so agreed that all parties concerned including mnisters
shoul d not hold gatherings for fear of being accused as canpai gni ng.

However, he said certain events which had no possibility of being
connected to canpai gning could be continued and if coul d be post poned woul d
be post poned.

Dr Mahathir al so warned the del egates not to apply for licences in the
run-up to the party election. They could do so | ater.

The MI believed that the applications for |icences were one form of
threat to mnisters dan deputy mnisters who were contesting in the party
el ection, he said. -- BERNAMVA
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